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Presidents Message

Welcometo Zoom Webinars

As you havealreadyseen, our next Zoom Webinar is on JVIPACT with MGen &buis, for 2
December, 1 PM to 2:30 PM. | hopeu can join us| expectt to be both interesting and
informative. This is our third Webinar and my experiersd@at they do not bring in great
audience numbersVe havenvited guests from CIC and NACas well as our membershipf
you have friends whare interested in this topicdr by extension interest in RU$I itself),
please encourage them to registienr this Webinay there is no costMGen St_ouis came to us
throughthe CAF Public Affai@utreach program. If this goes well, we may get access to
additional CAF speakeirsthe future.

In regards to COVHDI, we will not be holding ouraditional Christmas party in December.
Also, in spite of some optimism regarding COWDvaccines, | am anticipating that RWBWill
not be able to return to live luncheons undi$ late @ September, 2021. That means we will be
confined to Zoom Webinars exclusivelytil then.

However, there is some good news in these difficult tinWgs.are ona par withour success in

collecting annual dues from this time last year. And we have still managed to draw in some new
members.Twopreviousguest speakergwo pastmembels, one new memberand also one

YySé | 2y 2dz2NI NB YSYO6 SN daor &ididl dfsix BavereJained/jdhddS NJ / K y O
RUSNIsince stand uphis September

This is a remindeffor some of youthat your annual RUSVIdues, $40.00 for single, or $50.00
for a family membership, are noawerdue. Prompt paymenis appreciated!For those ofyou
who have already paid your dues, thankyou for your suppéiitiuesare to be paicexclusively
by cheque via snaihail. Please send to the following:

RUSIVI Treasurer
1621 Barkley Place
North Saanich BC V8L 5E6

Scott H. Usborne
President
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island
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ChinaSurpassing Russia ixirpower

ByGreg Waldron 9 November 2020 in FLIGHT GLOBAL

The Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) UK has concluded that China is well on its way to
eclipsing Russia in the field of combat aircraft.

In a recent report, the UKased think tank contends that Russia and China are on different
trajectories in combat aircraft development, with China taking a clear lead in areas such as
sensors, datalinksyeapons, and lovobservable technology. The single area where Russia
retains an edge over China is in aircraft engines.

The report, authored by research fellow Justin Bronk, notes that the two countries largely rely
on derivatives of the Sukhoi €7, tha both have worked on low observable aircraft, and that
both have increased muitble capability.

b2ySiKStSaasx /KAYl Aa Lz ftAy3d I KSFIRX gAUGK | RAFyOS
I NYeé | ANJ C2NDS o6t[!'!1 CO I yRordaePPANBS.Qa [ AO0SNIGAZ2Y I N
G/ KAYyF KlFa &aidFNIGSR (2 o6dAaftR F Of SN GSOKyAOFHE St
RSGSt2LIySyiiz¢é &area w!{Ld da2NB203SNE wdzaaily AyRdza

competitive advantage once lost, due to deepustural industrial and budgetary disadvantages
O2YLJI NBR (2 GKS /KAySasS asSoOd2Nwé

Among light fighters, RUSI contends that the Chengdwid T YAt & A& GAAIYATFAOF yif?
FyR FTfSEAGT S (i KIRY35Eekes. At th highBréendyviHe Cigela 2Dis the

2yt e RSLIX28SR adSIf K FAILIESBNT2. | LI NI FNRY [ 201 KSS
G ¢ K-2 family will be produced in the hundreds over the coming decade, constituting the

F2NBY24a0d SEAAGAY3I FSNALFE GKNBWSL (G2 2Sad0dSNYy | AN &dz
wdzd A A 10A Yz KS 20KSNJ KFyRZ KIFa &S8Sd G2 6S8S02YS | 71
RSaA3ady FSIFGdz2NB& NBIdZANBR F2NJ I G(GNUzS wt2¢6 20aSNBILO

The report notes that Russia has struggled to field effective active electronically scamagd
(AESA) radars, which offer pilots high detection ranges, but feature low probability of
intercept/low probability of detection by adversaries.

'a F2N) / KAY Ll QZ7, tie SnByAng M, Chifa has Kdbe & gdzat deal to
modernise theplatform, including the use of composite materials that improve the Chinese
@S NA A 2 yiewieiglt rthdbRE I believes that the new1D version, equipped with an
AESA radar, internal electronic warfare suite, and a superior weapons payload, suifidyér
to the most advanced iteration of the &7 family, the St85.

RUSI also regards the Chinese version of thg0Sthe J16, as a major improvement.

G ¢ K15 feddures an AESA radar, increased use of composite materials for reduced weight, a

fut & RAIAGIE WwIfTladaQ 0201 LIAG F2NI 620K ONBgxI O2YLI
guided munitions] and a new targeting pod called YHNG&hich is roughly comparable to the

'{ W[ 201 KSSR8 {yALISN LRRzZ¢ alea w!{L®

A 2 L oA ~

GC2ftf 26AY 3ervicdiid20Bytied® £&8 SELISOGSR BavKNBEWIE | OS ®/ KAY
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MK2 fleets over the coming decade in both PLAAF and eventually PLANAF service, and is
OdzZNNByilifeée /KAYylFIQa Y2ad OFLIo6fS YdzZ GANRES |yR aiNR

The report speculates that the 20s could even see Russia importing Chinese sensor and
missile technology.

GC2NJ GKA& (G2 200dzNE GKS wdzaaAly 3I208SNYYSyid ¢2dzZ R
distrust between Russia and China in military terms, as well assksspd Russian pridend
FGaGr OKYSYd G2 GKSANI a2@0SNBAIY FSNRALI OS AYyRdzAUNEZ

Gl 26SPHSNE GKS AYONBI aAy 3 -tciaiznisied] anNfarjedingpols /| KAy SaS N
may prove sufficient motivation, especially in the face of a new generation of Western combat
FANONI Fi0 RS@OSt2LIYSyid LINRPINI YYSadé

Making Magic in the Arctic: Exercise Arctic Edge

Utility of small teams of our people working with allies
to develop solutions & stronger teamwork

Posted on November 10, 2020 by Chris Thatcher Skies Magazine

When Sgt Tim Blindback heard the Royal Canadian Air Force) (R&3ABoking for volunteers to provide
GFOGAOLKE RFEGFEEAY] SELSNIAAS (G2 F | &{d b2NIKSNYy /2
hesitate. In fact, he even volunteered four colleagues to join him.

Arctic Edge is a biannual exercise ledAtgska Command, a subordinate command to USNORTHCOM
headquartered at Joint Base ElmendBithardson. In previous iterations, Canadian aerospace controllers

had travelled north to manage air traffic control and tactical assets such as fighter jets aedsta®k

GKAA 200l aArz2ys gAGK GKS [/ FYFRAFY ! NyeéQa ndK ! NOA
Medium Range Radar (MRR) for the first time with a U.S. Marine Cor@@scdind Task Force, planners

needed tactical datalink specialists.

Blindbacka Joint Interface Control Officer with 21 Aerospace Control and Warning Squadron at 22 Wing
b2NIK . &YX hydoes GKS /FyFRAFY AN 5SFSyO0S {SOi2N
authorities on Link networks, immediately recognized that commuimigavas going to be a challenge.

Though the Alaska NORAD Region (ANR) had communications infrastructure and command and control
systems to support the exercise, there was no Link 16 network to connect the MRR in the field to the
exercise comman®@Sy i NBE® | 26 SOSNE (K2dzZK GKS NI RFNJ GNRB2LI |y
022y AS4¢ RdANAYy3I (KS SESNDA&SE (KSe& O2dzZ R NBOSA QS

5| 33


https://www.skiesmag.com/features/exercise-arctic-edge-rcaf/
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A CEL30J Hercules from 436 Squadron on the flight line at Fort Greely, Alaska, before a statiogdine j
with U.S. paratroopers during Arctic Edge on Feb. 29, 2020. Cpl Jordan Fountain Photo

Blindback suggested sending a litkleown RCAF spoke kit, -salled because of its hub and spoke
architecture.

The magic box, as others quickly dubbediit; t f 2 6a @&2dz (2 3ISH GGKFG O2YYdzy:
YFGGSNI 6KSNBE &2dz FNB Ay GKS ¢g2NIRZ la t2y3 | a &z2d:
you to plug in a cell phone and as long as you have internet connectivity in any way, slame, gou

OFy 3S4G I 322RX aSO0d2NBE O2yySOiGA2y o0l 01 G2 K2YS ol
The radar troop, based at 5th Canadian Division Support Base Gagetown, N.B., made a pitstop at Best Buy
before heading north and bought a 4G modem puck and a sim é&ndn they plugged it into the spoke

1AG Ay (GKS 0101 2F GKSANI[!+ LL .A&2y> dao022Y2 ¢S |
a computer network and configured the system to pass Link 16 data over the computer network rather
thanoverrad 2 FTNBIj dzSy Oé d¢

The significance of that became apparent as radios and other equipment used by various Marine, U.S.
Army and National Guard units froze or otherwise experienced firmware failures in the frigid Arctic
conditions. The spoke kit not only conted the MRR to the exercise command, it also provided the air

picture to the Canadian and Alaskan regional NORAD command centres and the national chains of
command, including Canadian Joint Operations Command in Ottawa.

GCKIG ¢l a KdzZ3S o8OI dRISGH 6CI IRARA fyRWe KISTF2NE>¢ &l AR
officer of the Canadian Detachment at Joint Base ElmerRliatiardson and the commander of the
I'tYFRALY yY9IGA2y Lt StSYSydGa RdNAy3a (KS SESMWOAES D 4
¢KSe 320G G2 R2 F t20 Y2NB (Kly S SELISOGSR:I S@Sy
For those used to readily available cellular networks, getting two systems to share data might not seem
GKFG NBYEFN)]FofSe® . dzi &Kl KWORAD, bekause ofthé eatripfiod andatl e dzy A O
RAFTFSNBYG O2YLIzi SN aéaidSya FyR a2FGe6I NS I y3adz 3S2
officer with the 4th Artillery Regiment (GS).

Their critical contribution of greater situational awarene$slbair assets in the area was essential to the

exercise.

No one had ever envisioned deploying the spoke tivo heavy servers in a large Pelican case the
0Ol 2F Yy FNX¥2dNBR GSKAOE ST I RYAGGSR fArétiaBago F O ® ¢
Al 61 & I ONBIGAGS azfdzirazy FYR Iy SEFYLES 2F K2g
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A member of 4th Artillery Regiment, General Support, preparing the Medium Range Radar fop start
during Ex. Arctic Edge in February 2@RBort Greely, Alaska. Cpl Jordan Fountain Photo

GLG 61 a YySOHOSNI AYGSYRSR F2NJ 0KFG LidzN1J2aSe Li ¢l &
O2dzy i NAS&ax tA1S &aGFyRAY3 dzLJ I KSIFRIljdzr NISNERZé KS S
need that you might require. We only wanted connectivity to one network. But we saw the opportunity

and we happened to have one for use. It took a lot of work to get it into place, but it worked out really
gStt e

NICHE CAPABILITIES

One of the last exercisegiore COVIEL9 restricted largescale collective training, Arctic Edge is intended

to improve Arctic readiness of both Aladkased troops and supporting units from across the U.S. For the

w/ !1'C FYR 2G8KSNJ / FylFRALFY | N)YSRactcethdihtedratiandfiwha e A G Qa
often specific and, at times, unique capabilities into complex coalition operations.

In 2020, Arctic Edge also provided the overarching context for two other overlapping exercises, Arctic
Eagle and ICEX. Though prinyaaih exercise for National Guard forces, Arctic Eagle included a chemical,
biological, radiological, nuclear and explosive scenario that involvedsaldiizr team from 39 Canadian
Brigade Group. ICEX, a U.S. Navy submarine exercise on and under theeAnotituded supply support

from 440 Transport Squadron in Yellowknife, N.W.T.

RCAF aircraft and crews were pivotal throughout Arctic Edge and ICEXL38JCidercules from 436
Transport Squadron provided troop transport and materiel and air drops,dimgwa U.S. Army paratroop

jump near Fort Greely, Alaska. Two-T38 Twin Otters from 440 Squadron conducted medevac flights
and transport of supplies and personnel into austere locations, including sea ice landings at Camp
Seadragon on an ice floe about@kilometres from the Alaskan coast during ICEX.

GC¢KEG TFTEN 2dzi 2y GKS AOST AdG Aa NX&{ASNI-BaN GKS
| SNDdz2t S4d GGC2NB (KS CoAY hiGGSNE Al A atheSupgod Ay
TNREY nnn G2 R2 GKI G0
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G¢KS ! d{d bl @de& A& LAOTAY3I dzJ a2YS ¢6Ay hiGSNRIZI &2
how 440 pilots conduct operations and learn from the subject matter experts on Arctic ops with skis and
¢ gAY hheadSedh > ¢

Though a fighter jet scenario was not part of Arctic Edge this year, tvi@&FHoecame part of ICEX, along
with U.S. R22 Raptors and a KI35 Stratotanker and -B Sentry aircraft, when two Russian-T42
maritime reconnaissance planes enterdue tAlaskan Air Defense Identification Zone on March 9, likely to
monitor Seawokclass fasattack and Los Angeledass fastattack submarines taking part in the exercise.

G¢KS dzyAda GKFEG 6SNB LI NOHAOALI GAYR Q¢ KA IRA R AaQ-KNGA K
commands a team of over 30 Canadians embedded with U.S. units, including the 176th Air Defense
{lidzr RNRYZ GKS dpcHYR ! ANDZ2NYS ! AN / 2y (NPT { lj dzr RNER
exercises not only helped to highlighkw G GKS w/ ! C FyR G4KS /Yyl RAFY | N¥Y
us] to operate with nortraditional American NORAD units. A lot of [the Americans] were from outside of

Alaska, so it was an expgpener for them.

Sgt Alexandre Tasse, a loadmaster from 43@8wmpn, on the GC30J Hercules during Ex. Arctic Edge. Cpl
Jordan Fountain Photo

GhdzNJ LINBLI NBRySaa F2NJ2LISNFdAy3a Ay (GKSaS O2yRAGA2)
we live and what we do indap-RI & 2 LISNI A 2 y & = és ari SnsigténtlySvarking én thdzNJ | S
I NODGAO X YR 2F O2dzNBS> 2dzNJ ¢gAy hdiGGSNR 2dzad A

VALIDATING SUERCTIC OPS

It was the spoke kit and medium range radar, however, that garnered much of thdelgihattention.

The MRR is a groudafeaking capability for the Army, bringing together what were previously separate
air defence and surveillance target acquisition in one platform. Acquired in 2018, it was initially intended
to detect and locate sources of indirect fsach as rocket propelled grenades, mortars, rockets and other
munitions that were fired at bases in Afghanistan. But in air defence mode, it can identify friend or foe
targets such as aircraft at great distance.

N.
%)

The 4th Artillery Regiment troop providedth capabilities to the Marines during the exercise. They were

even able to set up and connect two MRRs, a primary and secondary radar, at a staging area near Fort
DNBESt&s IyR GIfARIGS yR O2yaz2fARIGS RIWG T 2N dza g€l
said Fryxell.
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Members of 4th Artillery Regiment, General Support, operating the Medium Range Radar from their LAV

Il Bison on Feb. 26, 2020. Cpl Jordan Fountain Photo

GL R2y Qi GKAY]l wiKS YINARYySaBK SBENIAISGDISRY 53 s12ME RS 5
I RRSR® a2 KSy 6S FTANRIG aK2gSR dzZlJr KS&@ RARYQG NBIF T
1y26 GKS OlFLIoAfAGEYT gKAOK | t20 2F LIS2LX S R2yQid
withthSY ' yR aKIFINB (GKIFIG AYTF2NXIFGA2Y DE

The Regiment itself is still learning what the MRR can do, he noted, and Arctic Edge helped validate Arctic
2LISNI GA2yasz GFOGAOFE RIEGFIEAY] 0¢5[0 O2yySOlGA@AGE
skills.

a Cefe were a lot of lessons learned that we can take away from this. The single thing was validation that

this system can operate in sufrctic conditions. That means we could potentially support the radars that
cover our defence through NORAD, if one ofth& NJ C2 NS NI Rl NA 3I2S3a R2gy ¢ |

C2NJ . fAYyRol Ol Q4 HH -ldcdted Bith thé exafdse keadfuarters and dervédl s the
bridge to the MRR troop in the field, being able to provide the HQ staff with a complete air picture,
including blueforce tracking, and facilitate text messaging and basic chat over a secure connection, was
gratifying.
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ACavoy ¢gAY hGGSNI o6SAy3d 2FFt2FRSR G | OFYLI 2y (G(GKS
March 3, 2020. Cpl Jordan Fountain Photo

G¢CKSSNAOIya 6SNB SOaildliadod ¢KSe 6SNB 6fS G2 221
FASER®PQ ¢KIG 61 & az2YSGKAYy3I GKSe 6SNByQd lotS G2 |
GKS SljdAaLIYSY(d Tl Af dzNBaenk DL EoSpoadntkth@tdewauld iavehidd Steris& S 9 E
FYR Ad LINRPOSR /Iyl RI Oy aK2¢ dzZJ FyR 3SiG aididz¥F¥ R2

CKFG GKS aLR1S {AlG ¢la S@Sy Ay 'flaillk gla&a RdzS Ay
first proposed deploying it, few in the RC#&FArmy had ever heard of it. Five weeks and numerous pages
of emails later, he created enough awareness and understanding to gain approval.

2 A0K GKS aLR1S 1Al y26 LINROSY Ay | 0O02YLX SE SESNDA
next deploynent will be easier and faster. Another is to explore what might be possible with a smaller
and less powehungry version.

G¢KS I N¥e y2g KFha a2YS 3I22R ARSlIa GKS& OFy LlzN& dzS
G! yR L Oy ZJrmcdNd gpitig3oSvani $orBething shller, too. The current spoke kit is great

for standing up headquarters, not great for standing up tactical units with a small footprint and low power

OF LI 0Af AGASA DE

Exactly what the Canadian contribution will be for A&rédge and affiliated exercises in 2022 remains to

be seen, but with Gen Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, declaring the Arctic event will be

I GRANBOGSR SESNDA&AS F2N +tft 2F (GKS | NNMnerBaseb | g X
RN} YFGAOFtfexé alFAR al NAKFff ®
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China Extends Reach in the Caribbean, Unsettling the
U.S.

The region has strategic importance as a hub for logistics, banking
and commerce. It is also very close to the United States.

Shipmentdrom Chinaof medicalequipmentto combatthe coronavirusarrivingin Portau-Prince,Haiti,
this spring.Chinahasstrengthenedties overseaghrough suchdonationsin what hascometo be called
G Yl RA LX 2 Qrédd ®ieréieMichelJean/Agene FrancePresser Getty Images

By Kirk Semple writing in The New York Timéov.8,2020

MEXICO CITY Chinahas offered Jamaica loans and expertise to build miles of new highways.
Throughout the Caribbean, it has donated security equipment to military and policesfoand built a
network of Chinese cultural centers. And it has dispatched large shipments of test kits, masks and
ventilators to help governments respond to the pandemic.

The initiatives are part of a quiet but assertive push by China in recent yeaxpdockits footprint and

influence in the region through government grants and loans, investments by Chinese companies, and
diplomatic, cultural and security efforts.
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https://www.nytimes.com/by/kirk-semple
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. dzi sKAES F20SNYyYSyda Ay (GKS NBIA2Y KI diéhhasSt 02 Y S
GASBSR [/ KAYl Qat BYRoAYA LRBEGUOEE (2 OKFEtSy3aS 21 a

T with concern and suspicion.

The Caribbean markets are generally small, and most of the nations there lack the sizable reserves of
minerals andother raw materials that often draw Chinese attention. But the region has strategic
importance as a hub for logistics, banking and commerce, analyst say, and could have great security value
in a military conflict because of its proximity to the United 8sat

G¢CKSNBE IINB | 284G 2F NBAYTF2NOAy3I NBlazya GkKIFG 32

LINEFS&aa2N) 2F [lFGAYy ! YSNAROIY adadzRASa ad GKS ! o{ @
understands intuitively the strategic importaic 2 F G KIF G aLJ OS dé

NG
: e % L 1Y

- b

.‘""A
2

PrimeMinister AndrewHolnessof Jamaicaright, meetingwith / K A yrienfded, Li Kegiangin Beijinglast
year.Jamaicahas received more Chinesegovernmentloansthan any other Caribbeanisland nation.
Credit..FlorenceLo/Reuters

/| KAyl Qa STF2NIA Ay (K Stratdgh @ Xokgy deepNBonohilic N and $trong 0 a 3 f
diplomatic relationships around the world, in part through the building of major infrastructure projects
under its ambitious Belt and Road Initiative.

I ONXzOALf Y20AQF0A2Yy T2 N3 winkingyoveQthe réntaiNidiganatins yhat & G NI U
officially recognize Taiwan instead of China, most of which are in the Caribbean and Latin America, said
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Richard L. Bernal, a professor at the University of the West Indies in Jamaica and former Jamaican
ambassadr to the United States.

China considers Taiwan to pe part of its territory and has long sought to reduce the number of countries
GKFG NBO23IyAT S Aldod . dzi NBOSyidte ¢l AglyQa AYOGSNYI
the coronavirus pandemic.

G/ KAyl Qa 202SO0GAQS Aa (2 3ANIRdzrfte SEtAYAYyFdS (GKS

I KAYl Qa 3aANRBgAY A Ay (-eadBdhelp i Garibd@an Yntions that WadeOskrious
infrastructure needs but whose status as middieome countries complicates their access to financing
for development.

Lowinterest loans by the Chinese government totaling more than $6 billion over 15 years have financed
major infrastructure projects and other initiatives throughout the Caribbean, atiogrto the Inter
American Dialogue, a research organization based in Washington. The total climbs by $62 billion with the
addition of assistance to Venezuela, much of it given in return fortermg oil supplies.

During the same period, Chinese firms d@amvested in ports and maritime logistics, mining and oil
concerns, the sugar and timber industries, tourist resorts and technology projects. Between 2002 and
2019, trade between China and the Caribbean rose eightfold, said Mr. Ellis, the professdd & .themy

War College.

/| KAyl Qa 3Jt206lf LlzaK F2N) odzaiySaa yR FffAsSa KI & 3
Western Europe, which have called the Belt and Road Initiative predatory. In 2018, Sri Lanka, unable to
repay Chinese loansurrendered its major port to China.

But analysts who closely follow Chinese activity in the Caribbean say that while there is some concern
about the sustainability of some of the debt assumed by regional governments, they have seen no
evidence of a debtraip as in the case of the Sri Lankan port.

G¢KS f2Frya INB y20 2yte SO02y2YAO odzaAiAySaa odzi
professor at the University of the West Indies.
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Afloating dockin Havanafor repairingPanamaxype ships,producedin China.
CreditAlexandreMeneghini/Reuters

Jamaica, which has emerged as an anchor of Chinese activity in the Caribbean, has received more Chinese
government loans than any other Caribbean island nation, according to theAnterican Dialogue,
which closely tracks Chinese government financing in the region.

Over the past 15 years, Beijing has lent Jamaica some $2.1 billion for building roads, bridges, a convention
OSYGiSNJ YR K2dzaAy3ds I OO02NRAYy3 G2 (piedd scHNRamiin D NI y i
office building for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, among other projects, according to the Planning Institute

of Jamaica.

And direct investments from Chinese firms in Jamaica poured more than $3 billion into projects like
bauxite miring and sugar production, Chinese business leaders said, according to local news reports.

Last November, the Jamaican government announced that it would stop negotiating new loans from China
as part of its effort to reduce debt quickly, but would contirnoeecooperate with the Chinese on major
infrastructure projects through joint venture and pubpcdvate partnerships, among other arrangements.

But Jamaican officials say outstanding Chinese loans are not putting an extraordinary burden on the

country: Thé | Y2dzyd (2 2yfteé Fo2dzi n LISNOSyd 2F WFYFAOIC
repaid within a decade.
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China has also widened its influence in the Caribbean through security cooperation, including the donation
of equipment to military and pol& forces, and cultural outreach programs, like the expansion of its
network of Confucius Institutes. These institutes provide language instruction and cultural programming
but have been accused of disseminating Chinese government propaganda.

The pandemic llowed China to strengthen these relationships further by donating or selling personal
LINEGSOGADS SldALIYSYGzZ Ay ¢KFG Kra 0O02YS (2 06S OF ff
Wang Yi, pledged in July that China would extend $1 billion in foangccines to Latin American and

Caribbean countries.

I K A Ahb@ssadoto Cuba,ChenXi,left, and/ dzo Viceministerof health, LuisFernandoNavarro,in
April signingfor a deliveryof donated health suppliesfrom Chinato fight the coronavirusCredit..Pool
photo by JoaquinHernandez

Even as it has increased its presence in the region, China has avoided directly challenging the United States
in the Caribbean through rhetoric or military and political initiatives, Mr. Ellis said.

{ GAf f Xisel/irktheyGagbBeanNaushed the Trump administration to forcefully promote its own
RSOSt2LIVYSYld LINPINIYad ¢KSaS AyOfdzZRS aDNRSgGIK Ay (K
GKFEG Yhye Fylfeada OASESR | & ndrdda eEDin thenGhdbhéan/ 4 S G 2
and Latin America.

And in October, a Trump administration delegation visited Suriname, Guyana, Jamaicanttaite
Dominican Republic to tout American private sector investment.
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The United States has also stepped up warnings to allies in the region about the risks of doing business
with Beijing, underscoring what it says are potential hazards ranging fromdghoaonstruction to
predatory loans and espionage.

In recent weeks, the American ambassador to Jamaica, Donald Tapia, has cautioned that country against
installing fifthgeneration mobile networks made by Huawei and ZTE, two Chinese firms, wiaraing
Twitterpostd K+ G &1 dzf 6 SA KFa | KA&G2NR 2F alLlRAy3Ix adSkfta

Last November, Mr. Tapia, aninterviewg A 6 K G KS WIF Y AOlF Dt SFYySNE OIFffS
KSIRazé¢ GKS ySgalLl LISNI NBLR2 NI SR®

During a visitto Jamaicaindah NB > { SONBGINE 2F {dGFdS aAlS t2YLS2
Y2ySe FNRY LI OSa tA1S / KAYIl ¢

Secretanof StateMike Pompeo right, meetingwith PrimeMinister AndrewHolnessof Jamaicaluringa
visitto Kingstonin JanuaryCredit..Gilbert Bellamy/Reuters

G.dzi 6KFEG 3I322R Aa A0 AF Al FTSSRa O2NNidgiodargy I yR d
GK2aS Ay@SaildySyida AF Ay FIO0G (GKS& NMHzZAYy @&2dz2NJ Sy da N
The Chinese Embassy in Kingstomp statementNB & LJ2 Y RA Yy 3 (is2remarkklbsaid i2 hadJS 2

RSSLISYSR AGa )\yézf@éYéy(] Q’JAGK /INJ\ooSIy éGI-uSé a z
0SYSTFAlUDPE ' YR AlG | O0dzaSR GKS ! yA {GrasSa 2F LKAO

GLG asSSvya GKFG a2yYS | o{ o LR{IAGYBAVRAYDEYYi2NYyAAKE
NBLJzi F GA2yE &0GFNIAy3a FANBaA YR FlLyyAy3a (K ¥ a
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can go on talking the talk if they so wish, but we will continue walking the walk. The world will tell plainly
whoisstirh y3 dzLJ GNRdzofS yR ¢6K2 A& GNBAY3I G2 YIFI1S | RA

The deepening competition between the two superpowers has put Caribbean nations in an awkward
position, and they do not want to be forced to pick sides, said Pepe Zhang, an associate director at the
AlflyiAaO /2dzyOAf Qa ! RNASYyYyS I NBKG [FGAY 1 YSNROF [ ¢

Ga¢KSe gLyl G2 0SS FofS (2 62N} 6AGK 020K GKS | yAlS
G!'yR L GKAY1l GKI "Qé a2YSOUKAY3a GKIG oAttt oy SOSy
RA‘F‘F)\C)dzfu SO02y2Y NBOSaarzydé

Russia and the Second Nagorn&arabakh War

ByMurad Muradov, Geopolitical Monitor BACKGROUNDERSovember 8, 2020

In order to assess the role of Russia in the current hot phase MdlgerneKarabakh conflict objectively

and comprehensively, it is necessary to go into the recent past and understand how this role had been
perceived before the escalation. It must be admitted that for a long time, stereotypical and simplified

views of wikat Moscow wants and what it can do in this most complex knot of contradictions in the whole
post-Soviet space had been dominating both in Azerbaijan and Armenia. Thus, in Baku they would love to
NEBLISFG + f102yA0 (GKSaAaY a¥&S£a FYNRIYE Ay NI ©2 | Wdzdh NE|
unsurmountable leverage in the region and her unlimited opportunities for manipulating Armenia, which

used to be perceived merely as a Russian stronghold. This conviction entailed two tacitly shared points of
view: firg, that Azerbaijan would hardly be able to resume fighting as long as Russia retains the status of

a global power, and secondly, that Moscow may, if it wants so, force Yerevan to accept compromises that
g2dzZ R adzad . | {dzd Ly (K alasToNsndu& gugiafateign golicyddaticouldNA Y I N
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instill willingness to do so in Kremlin. The short but spectacular counteroffensive irdéngwar of 2016

must have most probably been contemplated as an instrument of forcing the rival to realizesthkility

of the status quo and trigger Moscow to actively push Armenia to compromises. However, these
expectations, despite of a certain rhetoric change in Yerevan in-201proved futile.

The road to war in Nagorndarabakh

On the other side of the conflict, the prolonged existence of the status quo obtained by force (or, as

+f F RAYANI YITAYANRGY (KS wdzaadAly RALX 2YFG YSRALFGAY.
which more than suited the Armenian side, dighoor service. Yerevan felt completely confident that its

tight relationship with Russia, sealed by the membership in the CSTO military union andfhRus32an

military base located in the city of Gyumri in Armenia, offered a solid guarantee agdintdzQa G A f f Ay 3
to conduct a largescale military operation. Gradual waning of the Western attention to the South

/ I dzOl &dza 2yfte O2yFANNSR ! N¥YSyYyAlI Qa dzysgAftAy3aySaa G

On the other hand, the internatimal situation has undergone a number of dramatic shifts since 2016.

Russia and Turkey, which stood one step from asfidle conflict with each other back then, started a

quick rapprochement and turned intogdl £ £ SR a6 A G G SN T NA & goRm@diconsioik 2 NB (0 |
Bl NA2dza AaadzSa o6dzi LINBFSNI 2 FAYR Ydzidzr £ O2 YLINR YA .
2S3Gx Fft2y3 6A0GK ydzYSNRdza FNRAOGA2ya t NBaAaARSYyld wSO:¢
strongly contributed tal KA & LINRPOSaad ' G GKS alFyYyS (AYS: G§KS wdz
power adventurism, which still enjoyed certain popularity in 2Q03.6, pushed Kremlin to pursue a more

reserved foreign policy and restrict its geopolitical ambitions. Howdvevas the policy of the young
RSY2ONI G bA{(2f tlraKAyely gK2 OFYS (2 LRsSN 2y (K
became the major trigger of change for Azerbaijan.

First of all, Pashinyan took a pvdestern foreign policy course, having bght into power a number of
antrwdza AA 'y OF RNBa |yRXI (G2 a2a026Qa LI NIAOdzZ I NJ RA
FNASYRA AY ! NX¥SYAlL I AyOfdzZRAY3I (GKS F2N¥SNI t NBaAR
Kocharyan and the former Setaey General of the CSTO, Yuri Khachaturov. Secondly, he started to
pursue a very imprudent policy on the Nagosd NI} 6 { K A &aadz2Ss 4G FANRG 3l A
promises of a new politics, substantial negotiations and agreement on a number of lgatiipamportant

measures, and then making a spectaculauth, taking openly provocative steps which even the winners

2F 0KS CANERG YIFENIoOoF1K 61N g2dzZ RYyQil RINB (G2 R2 gKA
2019 Yl NI 60 1 K AM2 RN SiyKRS I yLySNdzy OSYSy i o6& 5SFSyasS aa
R2ZOGNAYS ORSES RI SONGNSGG 26NANS a2 ¢ KA OK £ STO y2 aLl oS ¥
in July 2020 along the uncontested swath of the border, when Yerevan diddeat$intention to capture

some new positions from Azerbaijan, have shown: a fragile balance of power in the ArrAgeidoaijani

conflict no longer holds, and the peace process in its old format has been rendered meaningless. All these
circumstances havmade the new phase of a ftgtale war almost inevitable.

a
S\

So, which position has Moscow taken in the current conflict? Since the early days, Russia made clear its
unwillingness to interfere and get involved into the conflict on the side of its CSTQra#yiA, stating

that the fighting takes place in the recognized territory of Azerbaijan. Instead, Russia has accelerated its
diplomatic activities and demonstrated its strong intention not to let the negotiation process be
conducted by other powers. Thedi round of negotiations between the foreign ministers of Azerbaijan

and Armenia was mediated by Russian MFA Sergey Lavrov in Mosceal® @c®ber and was concluded

with a preliminary agreement on humanitarian ceasefire. However, this agreement, alingw later
ceasefires, proved to be absolutely inefficient and was violated just an hour after its entry into force. Most
probably, Russia perceives its current diplomatic efforts rather as a declaration of its key role in the region
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than real work on pace enforcement and, contrary to a popular opinion, understands that the situation
must be first of all made clear on the battlefield before diplomacy can be efficient.

On the other hand, since the first days of the conflict Moscow has demonstratedrcedacern about

thedeFl O2 FT2NXYSR YAfAGINER dzyA2y 2F ''TSNBFAZ2IY |yR
beginning of the war, the Russian leadership has been maintaining coordination with their Turkish
counterparts hardly less tight than thithe direct parties, thus emphasizing that Ankara must count with

Moscow while actively supporting of Azerbaijan. Concerns raised in the expert and establishment circles,

and once by Head of Foreign Intelligence Service S. Naryshkin, about the pasticgdat urkiskhired
G2AKIFRAAE 2NJ 20KSNJ YSNOSYINASaE FTNRBY {&@NAXI I NB LINR
active role in South Caucasus. At the same time, somé gdY Sy Ay LR AGAOAlI yaQ ai
L2 AaA0Aft A darorid Z LIS NI (0N /YA 0 & -KadaBakhildok like/basklésd @istiyil2
GKAY1TAYy3Id t NBAARSY(d f I RAYANI tdziAyQa alLISSOK | dG &
aC! (2 GKS ! N¥SYAlFY tNAYS aAyAaidSNDawarttsintérierd 2 F N
into the conflict unless it spreads into the territory of Armenia or there is a threat of dlddijed
humanitarian catastrophe for the Karabakh Armenians.

K

az2a020Qa OASKaramdkh bl 32Ny 2

So how should we understand the dynamicsvadza & A F Q&4 LR2aAdAz2y 2y GKA& O2y ¥
2F AydSyairide 2F FAIKAIGAYIAZ FyR ¢KFG aKlFftft ¢S SELISO
problem and her current behavior depend on several factors we are going to analyze here.

Firstly however surprising should it be for many in Yereveurrent relationships with Azerbaijan are
AYLERNIFYyG F2N wdzaaiAl Ay GKSANI 26y NARIAKG YR R2 y?2
syndrome (though it sometimes expresses its&lo). Moscow finds it very important that Azerbaijan,

while being a GUAM member state and enjoying a close partnership with Turkey and a number of Western
countries, did not follow in the footsteps of Georgia, choosing an unambiguously Western path. The

Fl Y2dza aGYdzZ GABSOG2NI LRt AOe¢d NBFESOGaz Ay (GKS TANE
of its partners, including even brotherly Turkey, and readiness to fight for its vital interests often
demonstrated by President llham Aliyev. Adowith the diplomatic and willfully respecting tone
Azerbaijan has always preserved towards Russia, these realities instilled in the Kremlin a certain trust
towards the Azerbaijani government. Of course, one should not underestimate the fact that Aligev i
Moscoweducated man capable of speaking with Russian elites in the language they understand, which

L Fea | AAIYAFAOFIYG NRBES Ay GKS wdzaaily LRtAOE Ay

On the other hand, one of the most salient and often underestimated factors for &ost her current

attitude towards Azerbaijan is the treaty on the status of the Caspian Sea, signed in 2018. This treaty,

6 KAOK SEOf dZRSR GKS LlRaarAoAftAlGe 2F GKS YAt AGENE LN
daol Ol 8 NR¢ IFhedily foreds wiekdingi thréats to destabilize the most fragile Russian region
Northern Caucasus. Azerbaijan is similarly important for the opportunities it provides for exerting political

and economic influenceonlrah G A a Sy 2dza3K oh-{ RRIXIK¥0 SINNU YKII2NE O2 N.
which is supposed to improve Russian connections with Iran and the whole Middle Eastern region, where
Moscow desperately tries to remain an influential actor.

Taking all these factors into account, Russia understaadswell that the strategic and economic harm
from spoiling relations with Azerbaijan, unavoidable in case of her direct support to Armenia, could not
be compensated by the closest possible union with Yerevan.

Another key factor which determines RussiddiaINR | OK A ad a2a026Qa O2YLX SE |y
Turkey. Most importantly, despite lasting contradictions and the activity of a bigTamnkish lobby in
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wdza aAl > GKS YNBYtAYy @FfdzSa LI NIYySNBERKAL] dousiykK 9 NR?2
independent from the West, and willingness to discuss many issues of regional importance directly with

wdzd aA X gAGK2dzi Ay @2f gAy3a 2SaiGdSNYy AyiSNBadao t dzia
YdzOK |4 SI &S 62 NJ Ay Btagsudh EonssddidRri@ng are/ofen Vekisivé i§ peEsonalist

regimes of the Russian kind.

However, along with them there are a number of strategic interests pushing Moscow towards Ankara and
discouraging from spoiling ties with her over Karabakk.theft I a4 &SI NAQ S@Syida KI @S
ostensibly independent and unpredictable foreign policy has not made the NATO leadership alienate it,
despite many expectations and efforts of some member states, such as France. During his recent visit to
Ankara, M\TO Secretary General Stoltenberg confirmed that Turkey remains an important ally and the

key member of the Organization. Russia knows that any quarrel with Ankara would only push it closer to

the West within the NATO framework, and hardly would like saglscenario to occur. US presidential

St SOGA2ya YFIGGSNI +Fa ¢Sttty a2a02¢ SELISOGa GKIFG Ay
I KFENRSNJ adGFyOS 2y ¢dzNJ Séx gKAOK O2dzZ R AYyaLIANB 91
latter would nd like to deprive herself of such a historic chance.

bSOSNIKSt Saazxr az2yS aidlaSySyida FyR | OlAzya 2F wdzaa
Turkishcontrolled Idlib) delineated her red lines regarding Turkish policy in the ogiet cantries. In
NagorneKarabakh these are mostly any territorial threats directed at Armenia, as well as attempts to

shift the regional balance of power too radically. But it may well be that the real irritating factor for Russia

has not been Karabakh but &S NJ 6§ KS RSSLISyAy3a 2F ¢dzN) SeQa YAtAG
Ukraine, including the purchases of Turkish drones which have gained an excellent reputation in Karabakh,

and some of its statements on Crimea. Moscow should be concerned that the ldkrladership may

take inspiration from the Azerbaijani experience and dare to conduct a similar operation on its own
200dzLIASR GSNNAG2NAS&ad | SyO0Ss Al A& y20G ljdzadS Of St
Karabakh it had been wellknown in advance anyway, while rebukes against Ankara could well be
mirrored by legitimate comparisons of her help to Baku with support Russia has been lending to the Assad
government since 2015.

Apart from these factors, many analysts since the beginafriige fighting have claimed that the major
NEIFrazya F2NJ wdzaail Qa ySdziNIfAde 41 a KSNI RAaAO2y UGSy
anttwdza aA 'y O2dz2NES |yR RSTFAILYy(d yS3tSOi 2F az2a024Qa
intervA Sg& (2 wdzaAiAly AYyTF2NNIGA2Y 3SyO0OASa SYLKFAAT ST
Russia has a status of a symbol of hostile Western encroachment. However, though Pashinyan indeed

took a number of bold steps regarding Russia, compared tgreidecessors, on the whole he has

remained, particularly since last Autumn, within the framework of strategic partnership with Russia and

has recently made a number of public statements about the priority attached to this partnership for

4 S OdzNA y 3 vithl MBr&si. ANt doubt, Putin has certain distrust towards Pashinyan and must
KIFgS 0SSy ANNRGIGSR 60é& a2YS 2F KAa RSOAaAz2yas odz
leader played a decisive role for Kremlin.

It is worth mentioningl K+ & &aS@SN}f RI&a 323 GKS L FYYSR (NRALI
O2yaARSNBR tdziAyQa LISNER2YlIf FTNASYRI (2 az2a02¢ ol
positive coronavirus test. Many experts suggested that the cancella@oindzl £ t & KI R (G2 R2 gA
unwillingness to promise Armenia tangible support over Nagdéfambakh, and the subsequent
statement of the first president Tar SG NP dae&ly KAYGSR |4 GKAa NBIFfAGed
likely overestimated its wight in Russian politics and thus refused to genuine engage in resolution plans,
includingtheseDl f t SR [ ONRP D LI Fyé I OGABSte& LINRPY2GSR AY
belief that these offers were made just to create an illusion of iegjons and that in case of a real war

Moscow would support her anyway.
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¢23aASUKSNI gAlK (KSAaS AYRAGARMzZ £ O2y akaBBKImMisiey 42 wo
also understood within the general logic of contemporary Russian foreign policy Iogic primarily

consists of a deliberate refusal from pursuing a lergn strategy in favor of constant tactical shifts which

mix aggressive steps with retaliatory ones in order to achieve frequent-sfiontsuccesses. This unusual

foreign policy isleeply connected with the essence of the Russian regime, which, particularly after 2014,

links the preservation of a tolerably high level of domestic support with cherishing the image of a great

power and successfully defending its interests around thddvéiamous political scientist Gleb Pavlovskiy

KFa OFfftSR GKS wdzaaAly 3JI2@0SNYyAy3a StAGS dadzaNDAJI §
comes before genuine pursuit of global ambitions. Growing global volatility, when situationatedlian

frequently change one another, must have only reassured Kremlin in this vision of the world. Moreover,
FFGSNI I NBfFAOGADS FLAEdzNE Ay 52yolaa FyR GdNyYyAy3
burden, unwillingness to get too deeply engagnto hot conflicts became a distinct feature of Russian

foreign policy which now in a way parallels U.S. approach of the Obama administcatypg & (2 IS4G A
a0 dzLIA R &aKA 0 ®¢

The example of French President Macron, who after a couple of ambitious stattemeer Karabakh had

to back down due to his obvious inability to exert influence over the conflict on the ground, thus only
harming his reputation, must have served as another warning for Moscow that it is better not to assume
responsibilites whichar€ I NR (2 FdzZ FAf{fd {2 Ay (KS MNBIASSE &SI N
approach to global affairs and prefers bandwagoning, which in the current situation means strengthening
partnership with Baku. Russian foreign policy also prioritizes patigmpartners who speak the language

of power and bilateral agreements, to the vague statements of common values and multilateral
NEBaLRYyairAoAftAGASad ¢KIGQa oKeé OdNNByd NKSGI2NRO 27
affinity could havehardly evoked much sympathy in Moscow. Many outside observers get misled by a
certain predominance of prdrmenian figures among Russian politicians and experts ovehzgdoaijani

ones and draw conclusions about a respective foreign policy orientati@selconclusions do not take

into account the fact that in terms of its impact on foreign policy decisions, lobbyism in Russia cannot be
compared to the West, particularly the United States. They are rather determined by quite a narrow circle

of people inthe Kremlin who act upon their own considerations rather than the influence of outside
powers.

Finally, the issue of Russian arms export to Armenia, continuing throughout the whole period of fighting,
must be thrown light on. Speaking about it in someisfinterviews, President Aliyev hinted that only this
arms flow can explain the fact that the supplies of the Armenian side have not completely dried despite
its gigantic losses. The maps show the rapidly increased frequency of flights from some Rtigsjan ci
primarily Rostoxon-Don, to Yerevan. This issue probably the most delicate one between the two
countries right now and has provoked certain fears in Baku of a direct military intervention. But here,
some things must be noted.

First of all, Armeniaél Ay a4 wdzaaAl Qa YAfAGFINE |ffeé& dzy RSN GKS /
Yerevan to suffer a too bad defedit could both deprive Russia of leverage in Armenia after the conflict

Ad 20SNI YR KIFNY KSNJ NB LMz | ivduB ke th showitdtise b@hipsrtesd LI NI
that it still plays the key role in the region and Baku cannot rely exclusively on itself and Turkey for the

final solution of the conflict. Secondly, there is no detailed public information about the models and
qualiie 2F 6SILRya OdNNByidfte SELRNISR (2 ! N¥SyAl o | ¢
strategic preparedness in the current war is so huge that relentless supplies of small arms and artillery
shells may only delay the inevitable, but not reverise tourse of the fighting in the situation when the

a1ASa IINB Ifty2ad FdAte O2yiNRftfSR o0& GKS ! TSNDIA
defense systems, heavy weaponry and mass of fighters. And thirdly, there is such an issueinsrébied

which is typical for longerm partner relations. Its most illustrative example can be found in théstigli
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relations during the Obama presidency when, in spite of a profound political cooling and the White

| 2dzaSQa RA&O02y(Syrig (|gAalKKE bLE{E FAYOBAFSKAAZQ &Y AGE KA (0 | NB & dzLJLJ?2
highest level in history. Such modes of cooperation react very slowly to changing political environment

and depends on the extant procedures and executive interests. Hence, arms suppliesonuns
AYGSNIINBGSR Fa | aArAdylt 2F az2a026Qa YATtAGFNRB AyaS

Azerbaijan-Armenia War is Over, but Most of the
Worl d Didndot Know it had St

C2NlidzyS Tl @2dzNB (GKS 02fRX odzi AdQa ShkaASNI (2
firepower on the ground

(@]
(V)

Gwynne Dyer
Hamilton SpectatoNovember 2, 2020

The monthold war between Azerbaijan and Armenia is so low@SNE 6 2 Reé Sf aSQa f A&
that when Azerbaijan won the war last month, hardly anybody in the media elsewhere even noticed.

Shortly after 8 a.m. local time on a Monday, Azeri troops gained control of the road through the
Lachin Pass. That is the sdland route between Armenia proper and Nagoskarabakh, the
Armenian enclave inside the borders of Azerbaijan that the whole war is about.

Until Monday the Lachin road was crowded with Armenian refugees fleeing west to safety and
Armenian troops and mitry supplies heading east to the war. Apart from one or two big strikes by
Israelimade LORA quaballistic missiles (hypersonic, 4B8@. range, GPS and television terminal
guidance), the road was fairly safe.

But now there are Azerbaijani armoured veleis across the Lachin road, and all of Nagerno
Karabakh is cut off: no more reinforcements, and more than half the Armenian civilian population
of 146,000 people still there, trapped under constant shellfire and drone attacks. At least 2,000
people, most éthem Armenians, have been killed in the fighting.

The outcome of the war was inevitable once it became clear that Russia was not going to intervene
militarily to help Armenia, despite the fact that both countries are members of the Collective
Security Teaty Organization. Azerbaijan is clearly the aggressor in this round of fighting, but it is a
CSTO member too, so Russia had to make a choice.

I'TSNBFA2FY KlFa GKNBS (GAYSa ! NYSyYyAlFQa LILiz A2y
strategic valie, so Russia restricted itself to mediating futile ceasefires. The Azeris signed each time,
but they knew they were winning and they never stopped their advance.

The most recent (third) ceasefire was actually negotiated with the help of the United Statds,

was supposed to come into effect at 8 a.m. on Monday, but the Azeris broke that one, too. As usual,
they blamed the Armenians for having broken it within five minutes of its coming into effect (that
is, at 8:05 a.m.j but they tweeted their protest 85 a.m., which rather undermined its plausibility.

The Azeris did not commit to an allut offensive until about 10 days ago, confining themselves to
probing attacks and random shelling until they were certain that the Russians would stay out. Then
they snt an armoured column west along the Iranian border through territory that had been
emptied of its Azeri inhabitants in the 1994 war.
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The Armenians, outnumbered, overstretched and outgunned, did what they could, but by Oct. 22
the Azeris had reached theaMari river valley. There they turned right and headed north up the
valleyt and on the 26th they took Lachin. End of game.

It was a move that they would never have risked against a more mobile and better equipped enemy.
The Hakari runs through the narrostrip of territory that separates Nagornrarabakh from
Armenia proper, so they had Armenidreld territory on both sides of them, and a 1&@ supply

line behind them that was overlooked by Armenian troops on the Hgdud side all the way.

Fortune favoN (G KS 02f RY o0dzi AdGQa SkaASN G2t Ar@eni@a2f R 4K
KFa y2iKAyYy3 G2 Y (-6uikt dronesSaNdlIdrakekipplied missitedzNhdim@adsive

firepower on the ground. So now Azerbaijan holds the Lachin Pass, lartdaa remains is for

Armenia to negotiate the return of Nagorragarabakh to its legal Azeri rulers (probably minus its
Armenian residents).

That will be very painful for Armenians after a quartamtury of holding the territory, but they have

no way oftaking it back. They were bound to lose it in the end unless they could more or less match
'TSNBFA2FEYyQa YAfAGFNR ALISYRAYyII yR (KSe& O02dzZ RyQ
bigger, maybe more.

Like the Balkan wars of the early 20th cemntunobody is in the right in the various wars that have
been waged in the Caucasus since the old Soviet Union collapsed. The ethnic groups were already
numerous and hopelessly intertwined, and Soviet policy deliberately made the situation even more
complex.

The Armenians drove over half a million Azeris out of the territory of Nagdfaoabakh and large

adjacent entirely Azeri provinces in the 1992 war. Now the Azeri refugees will go home and

150,000 Armenians will have to seek new homes in Armenia]J8dNX» b2y S 2F Ad A& Tl A
it still works in much of the world.

DgedyyS 58SNRa yS¢ 0221 Aad AGaDNRgAYy3I tlAyayY ¢KS Cadz

Azer baijanodos Drones Owned t
Nagorno-Karabakh & and Showed Future of Warfare

By Robyn Dixon
November 11, 2020 THE WASHINGTON POST

MOSCOW The drone'seye view over Nagorn&arabakh defined much of the siheek war in the
mountainous enclave within Azerbaijan:€lideo first showed soldiers below in trenches, then came
blasts and smoke, then nothing.

Drone strikeg targeting Armenian and Karabakh soldiers and destroying tanks, artillery and air defense
systems provided a huge advantage for Azerbaijan in thedd§ war and offered the clearest evidence

yet of how battlefields are being transformed by unmanned attack drones rolling off assembly lines
around the world.
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The expanding array of relatively lex@st drones can offer countries air power at a fractidnhe cost of
maintaining a traditional air force. The situation in NageKarabakh also underscored how drones can
suddenly shift a longtanding conflict and leave ground forces highly exposed.
On Tuesday, Armenia accepted a cefigeon punishing tens to possibly end the latest round of fighting
over NagorneKarabakh, an enclave controlled by ethnic Armenian factions but inside the internationally
recognized borders of Azerbaijan.
G5NRYSa 2FFSNI avYlft O2dzydNRS aanddsesidion QUK weiponD OS a &
SyFrotAy3a GKSY (2 RSOABNAEABNI SLHR VISEY 0a aWz@rQK I & G Y]
said Michael Kofman, military analyst and director of Russia studies at CNA, a defense think tank in
I NI Ay3id2yWa F2INDS Alay I SNE SELISYyargsS (Kay3dzé KS R
G2 aYlrftftSNE YdzOK LR22NBN yIFGA2yade

Ly !'TSNbhlA2FYyX (KS @ARS2a 2F (KS RNRYS aidNRxR]Sa K
Defense Ministry, broadcast on big screens in the capital, Baku, anfi tweeted and retweeted online.
They were also studied by Western military analystd td O7 ! I SNl A2FyQa agAFd YA

Thousands of protesters gathered in the Armenian capital, Yerevan, on Wednesday as pressure grew for
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan to step down after agreeing to a deal that will see as2,608 Russian
peaceleeping mission and Azerbaijan regaining territory it lost in war in the early 1990s.

The deal came just after Azerbaijan took the strategic city of Shusha (known in Armenia as Shushi), a town
of cultural importance to Azerbaijan perched high above thedwagKarabakh capital, Stepanakert. As
Azerbaijan forces advanced toward Shusha, its military propagandists published gruesome videos of
drones destroying forces in trenches.
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Armed drones expand

Armed drones have increasingly become part of warfareesthe Pentagon deployed its Predator drone

in Afghanistan following the 9/11 attacks. Misdiléing drones are now produced in many countries

AyOf dzZRAYy3 ¢dzN] Sex /KAyl yR LaNrSts YR KIFI@S 06SSy
war.

In a matter of months, however, Nagoniarabakh has become perhaps the most powerful example of
how small and relatively inexpensive attack drones can change the dimensions of conflicts once
dominated by ground battles and traditional air power.

It also highlighted the vulnerabilities of even sophisticated weapons systems, tanks, radars and surface
to-air missiles without specific drone defenses. And it has raised debate on whether the era of the
traditional tank could be coming to an end.

Azerbdjan used its drone fleet purchased from Israel and Turkeyi2 a Gl f1 YR RS&a0NR
weapons systems in Nagork@arabakh, shattering its defenses, enabling a swift advance. Armenia found

that air defense systems in Nagori@rabakh, many of themlader Soviet systems, were impossible to

defend against drone attacks, and losses quickly piled up.

FranzStefan Gady, a research fellow on future conflict at the International Institute for Strategic Studies,
said traditional military equipment such ass and armor vehicles will not become obsolete.

But NagorneY | NI} o F { K Kl & -RRQBEF I HANKSDS BSYIGNNI | yOSéE 2F dza A
20KSNJ 6SILRya YR KAIKEe GNIAYSR INRdzy R F2NOSa |
offalimd (2 R2 &2 Ay FdzidzNB 46 NBXZE KS &FARO®
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'Massive losses'

The separatist region in Azerbaijan with a largely Armenian population broke away in the late 1980s

f SIRAY3 (2 6N FYR !'TSNbFAZ2IYQa KdzYAf Al (hafed3 f 2aa
long process, led by the United States, France and Russia, failed to reach a settlement.

Armenia became content with the status quo of a frozen conflict, retaining territory. But Azerbaijan,
frustrated at a peace process that it felt delivered nathiused its Caspian Sea oil wealth to buy arms,
including a fleet of Turkish Bayraktar TB2 drones and lIsraeli kamikaze drones (also called loitering
munitions, designed to hover in an area before diving on a target).

2 KSYy FTAIKIGAY I T the didddvideod playisig of 18g_didrdensHim Baku and on YouTube
stoked popular support for the war, even as Azerbaijan hid figures on its own war dead.

GLGQAa LINBlGe 200A2dza GKFG !'TSNbBFA2FY KF&d 06SSy LINB
the status quo and that the Armenian side had no interest in a war because they wanted to keep what
GKSe KIRXé¢ alAR ¢2Y RS 2FFfs SELISNI 2y GKS /I dzOF &
G/ ESINI& (KS RSOAAARBSEDSIANISNDEKAA2P2FFE ADENB & A
KSIogAfe O22NRAYFGAY3 GKS 461N STF2NI¢ KS &l ARZ
mercenaries into Azerbaijan two weeks before the conflicitkey denies recruiting Syrian mercenaries

to fight in NagorneKarabakh.

And then there were the drones. Their targets included fortified positions from the 1990s.
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suffered a series of military calamities.

‘Very hard to hide'
Officials from Armenia and Nagori@rabakhs&éd G KS& KIR y2 OK2AOS odzi G2 aaA
further losses of life and territory.

In the early stages of the war, Azerbaijan used 11 slow old Senae&¥r2 aircraft that had been converted
into drones and sent them buzzing ovdagorneKarabakh as bait to Armenian air defense systems,
tempting them to fire and reveal their positions, when they could be hit by drohesed surveillance
drones to spot targets and sent armed drones or kamikaze drones to destroy them, analysts sai

Turkey, which took part in joint military exercises with Azerbaijan forces in Azerbaijan over the summer,
supports its ally but denies direct involvement in the fightirBut Azerbaijan probably benefited from

¢ dzNJ S8 Q& SELISNKS yddSes i Syriahad well &:8.i0yE, yvhieredimsidBoned Founced the
Russiarmade Pantsir S1 air defense systems used by the Libyan National Army forces of Khalifa Hifter in
May. Videos posted by both sides in Nagoiikarabakhr including drone hits and soldie advancing
through villages and towrs enabled military analysts to tally confirmed hits.

Stijn Mitzer, an analyst writing on thwilitary-affairs blogOryx, noted that both sides used propaganda

to play up their military gains but that analysis of video footage made it possible to verify the claims. The
group published a list of the destroyed military hardware, including photographic or video evidence for
each tanks and weapon system.

Theirtally, which logs confirmed losses with photographs or videos, listed Armenian losses a7285 T
tanks; 90 armored fighting vehicles; 182ilkety pieces; 73 multiple rocket launchers; 26 surtszair
missile systems, including a Tor system and fi80(3; 14 radars or jammers; one-38war plane; four
drones and 451 military vehicles.

Azerbaijan, the group concluded, had visually cordinosses of 22 tanks, 41 armored forced vehicles,
one helicopter, 25 drones and 24 vehicles. The full tally of losses on both sides cannot be independently
verified, however Armenian losses appear significantly higher, according to military analysts.

Theleader of Nagorné<arabakh, Arayik Harutyunyan, said Tuesday that all of Nagtarabakh would

KIS 0SSy GF{1Sy GoAGKAY RIFé&aéd KIR FAIKIGAYT O2yiAy
drones.

Malcolm Davis, a senior analyst at the AustiralStrategic Policy Institute, wrote on the Real Clear Defense

website that systems such as the kamikaze drone will probably become more prevalent as technology

improves and costs go down.

GeEKIFGQa | IOKEYASBNI fF2NIY$S YR 41 NFIFNBZ¢é¢ KS gNRGSO
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The New Age of Police Reform

Domestic Preparednessnline Journal- https://www.domesticpreparedness.com/resilience/

by JOSEPH W. TRIND®Ied, October 21, 2020

As if the first two decades of the 21st century were not dynamic enough, the first ytee tfird decade

has impacted every person on multiple levels. While the viral pandemic continues to affect every
profession, health care professionals around the world are dramatically reassessing their service delivery
models. The pandemic indiscrimintesweeps across geopolitical borders, similarly the strong call for
social justice reforms is traversing the globe demanding action and change. For example, within hours of
the tragic death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota, demonstrations mgsisti social justice
reform emerged in cities worldwide. The energy behind these demonstrations and even violent protests
continue to fuel police reform measures beyond the U.S. In a series of four articleBonherep
Journalwill examine the foremost itiatives of modern police reform in America.

Much of the world looks to the U.S. as an innovative leader in democratic policing.
Therefore, the modern U.S. police reform movement will shape global democratic
policing for decades to come. Calls feform range from sound initiatives building

upon collaboration and inclusiog to extreme calls for eliminating public police
services all together. This article, together with other articles in this series, will cover
a select number of the most prorment or most promising police reform initiatives. It

is important to recognize that police reform is a continuing journey of improving and
right-sizing the policeitizen coexistence. There are lessons to be drawn from the
origins of modern democratic poligy that hold relevance to 21st century reforms.

The Original Democratic Police Reform Movement

The foundation of values in policing democratic societies trace its origingforan movementin London

in the 1820s. At that time, Home Secretary Sir Robert Peel led a landmark transition from privatization to
public policing in order to establish professional standards dfettveness, which had to be balanced
against public consent of policing. Peel is credited as the father of modern policing with the passage of
the Metropolitan Police Act of 1829heimportance of professionalizing police service was reflected in

an enormous record of instructions, orders, and memoranda issued to govern police service.

In just over 30 yearsnstructions to policeccupied 22 volumes that are historically preserved by the
London Metropolitan police. The lessons drawn from creation of the London Metropolitan Police (Met)
emphasize community and police cohesion. ¥Egrblice service performance metrics at the Met
emphasized crime prevention over arrests and enforcement actionNIie Peelian Principles of Police
Service drawn from those early instructions, still remain relevant in the 21st century, as Americans
continue the journey of improving their police service approach. Essentially, there are four pillars of the
modern British policing model, which share relevance wit. olice reform today: (1) consent of the
public, (2) accountability to the rule of law, (3) restrained use of force, and (4) independence from political
influence. Considering these core pillars, police services in the¢la$.in other democracieg are
presented withinherent frictiond S 6 SSy a 02y aSyid FyR oFftFyO0OS¢é FyR daa
Four pillars of U.S. police reforgpast ard presentc include public consent, rule of law, restrained use

of force, and independence from political influence.
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Reorganization & Fiscal Reprioritization

In January 2020, the Chicago Police Department (CPD) announced sweepiagizational
initiativesdzy RSNJ LY GSNRY t 2f A0S / KASFT / KFENXIAS . SO1 6F2NY
reallocation of personnel such that ew officers previously working in administrative and support

positions are returned tdield assignmentso perform patrol duties. This providegreater police

connection with communities in preventing and deterring crime. Homicide Division detective assignments

have also been decentralized with the added overall emphasis on prdmased command

I O02dzy il oAt AlGed . S QecondalizBd hadidde Idétectmes assigndtiBareds Kyill G

increase investigative effectiveness resulting in higher and faster case clearance rates through closer
community connections.

hyS 2F /t5Q4 Y2ail LINPINBaAaABS NBaAaGNHzOUGdzZNAY3I AyAd
Policing and Reform, placed under the command of Deputy Superintendent Barbara West. In advancing

/ t 5Qa A YL} SY 8019iChitaki® Rblic® FonsénkB=cthe Office of Constitutional Policing

and Reform is organizationally on par with the Office of Operations as the two maiorseict CPD. The

Los Angeles Police Department (CA) also hasffice of Constitutional Policing and Polasyone of a

number of organizational reforms under t2€01 Los Angeles Police Consent Dearakother initiatives.

Other agencies have taken similar measures, for example, Long Beach Police Dep@#amnounced

in August 2020 the creation of ti@ffice of Constitutional Policing2 aNBGKAY 1l UGN} RAGAZY

manneNJ G KI G ¢gAff KSELI AYLX SYSy(d SldzadGes 2dzaidAr0Ss |y
Additionally/ t 5 Q& ! 84S 2upda@@29065 N2l ftNBOeén nunX aidl 6Sa GKFG &
LINA2NARAGe Aa GKS alyoOidaide 2F KdzYry tAFSoPE Ly 1ééLJ7\
al aGNBY3 LI NIYSNEKAL) 6AGK GKS LIzt A Osedpdlicyaa Sy A I
NBIljdANBSE /t5 2FFAOSNRA (G2 aSyadaNB O02YLIX AlyOS o6& (K
AyaiNuzOiGAzya G2 aFOG (G2 AyiSNWBSyS¢é YR GAYYSRALFGS

/| 2AYOARAY A gAGKT b!SwHB( 2 RING & aD $ W F NIOFmEminAdgZRepordAther 1 NB £ &
bSg¢ ,2NJ] /Ade t2fA0S 5SLINIYSYyiQa wSalLRyaBewi?2 5SY:
YorkAttorney General Letitia Jamealled for moving oversight of the New York Police Department

(NYPD), the largest U.S. municipal police department, from thégwrof the mayor to an independent
O2YYAAaaAz2yd® Ly WdzyS wnuni (GKS bS¢ ,2N] /AdGe [/ 2dzy O
billion budget. To put this example in context, while enacted amid calls for defunding NYED,

reportedk P O0AffA2Yy f2aa&8 Ay NBOSyYydzS RdzS (2 / hzL53% I\
budget was a 7.6% reducsio FNBY al @2NJ 5S.fFaArAz2Qa 2NRIAYI Pdop @
NYPD canceled its July academy class and is under a hiring freeze, as are many other city departments,
except those performing health and safety responsibilities. Some like fdbmguty Major Richard Buery
Jr.criticizedthe NYPDcis 0 6 SSUAY 3 GKFG aGKSAS FNByQid NBFffe Od
AKATOG Ay GKS yFddz2NBE 2F LREAOAY3I Ay b,/ ®¢

According toForbedn August 2020, over a dozen other police departments have received budget cuts to
GKSANI LRt AOS aSNBAOSad {SIHGdtSQa /AGe [/ 2dzyOAat @210
L2t A0S RSLI NIYSYd o dzRabdrizatdnfdraseattld Roticg Odpartent (BRRR 3 S (
projects workforce reduction through layoffs and attrition of nearly 100 by the end of 2020. Subsequent

G2 GKS O2dzyOAftQa ©@2GSz GKSYy [ KAST [/ FN¥YSy .Said Iy
courOAf Q& &l fINE Odzia FyR fl1@2FFa ¢2dAd R AYyFEAOG GKS
aASyAr2NRGe NuA Sao {SriGtS0a Oddia G2 {t5 btaz AYLIC
units, like harbor patrol and mounted (equestry 0 LJ G NRf ad ! & LI NI 2F {SI (i
AYGSNRSLINIOYSYyGFt LINPAINIY 2LISNIGSR Ay O22LISNI A2y

28| 33
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https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2020-nypd-report.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/08/nyregion/letitia-james-nypd-reforms.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/agreement-reached-on-proposed-nyc-budget-with-deep-cuts-vote-expected-later-today/2492035/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/agreement-reached-on-proposed-nyc-budget-with-deep-cuts-vote-expected-later-today/2492035/
https://twitter.com/RichardBuery/status/1278088416408801280

trained police help thdaomeless population relocatitom the streets to shelters and into a variety of
social services.
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Department of Treasury, IRS Criminal Investigations Special Ageatsic Domain

Many studies have shown higher incidence of mental illness among homeless populdtionsless

adults with mental illnesare mae likely to engage in criminal behavior and become crime victims than

I Rdzf Ga @AGK YSyidlft Afty&8diaating tie NaWotion Raids progfadf | G G f S Q:
which police participation has been critically viewed by some as street sweeping and retraumatizing
K2YSftSaax +ftaz2 FFFSO0Ga { SI (dbypsoading hodiéinative fediriddoh OS a LJl
assistance to this vulnerable population. U.S. Attorney General William Barr issued a statement regarding

/| KAST . SaiQa | oNHzZLJG NBaAIylrGA2y O2YYSYRAYy3I KSNI 2y
Thel G G2NySe ISy SNIftaea ILBNS2ayaA aNGSIRS H&adsS 6 S FyR 20Kt 3
should be a lesson to state @focal leaders about the real costs of irresponsible proposals to defund the

L2 f A OSd¢

[2a !'y3StSa t2fA0S 5SLINIYSYyd o[!'t50 Aa FFOAy3d T
largest police department to 2007 staffing levels. Reducing@alificers on patrol assignments increases

response time and adversely impacts crime prevention through patrol presence. These reductions
disproportionately affect socioeconomically disadvantaged communities. Resource constraints, like those
imposed on LRD and other police departments, require organizational realignment to operate within
available resources. During periods of budgetary austerity, police services can no longer be the solution

to all problems. Public safety communications specialists (ttispes) have limited resources available to

direct an evergrowing number of calls for services.

In 2019,LAPD respondei 20,757 mental health crisis related calls for sesyimost of which did not
require enforcement action. To address the rise in mental health crisis calls, LAPD had created the Mental
Evaluation Unit (MEU) comprised of officers specially trained as SysitenMental Assessment
Response Teams (SMART) mhingh a clinician from the LA Department of Mental Health. Reduced LAPD
workforce and availability to send officers to specialized training, like the SMART program, will impact Los
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/statement-attorney-general-william-p-barr-resignation-seattle-police-chief-carmen-best
http://lapd-assets.lapdonline.org/assets/pdf/2019_uof_review.pdf

ly3aStSa /AGeqQa loAftAde G2 ST7TS Ot kridi§ tals helpRWINE &84 G K
according to LAPD resulted in 456 weapons confiscations in 2019.

In a September 202idterview with Attorney General BarChief Steven R. Casstevenwio is president

of the International Association of Chiefs of Police, asked about the fiscal and resource austerity approach
some communities are taking toward achieving police reform. The attorney general pointed out that
RSFTdzy RAy3 aAasS ORI GBNILINE REDORKAG2 Y2NBE QGAOUAYADE ¢
enforcement agencies need to improve commurigsed and national messaging about law
SYT2NOSYSyildad Ly NBalLRyaS (2 /1aadsSoSyaq ljdSadazy
pointed out the realities of fiscal constraints facing all government levels of law enforcement. He added

that recruiting and retention will be challenging. Community trust and respect are important aspects of
attracting the best people to the police prafsion.

FNNJ LR2AYGSR 2dzi G0KFd GKS FSRSNYXf F3SyOASaQ adzllLy
violent crime is as important today as it was when he was attorney general in the early 1990s. He cited
examples in which the U.S. Department of ldsO S Q ®peratibrh \hiendlaunched in July, has

significantly reduced violent crime by applying federal interagency law enforcement personnel to work
with state and local police in highly sucdessask force models.

Other Aspects of Current Police Reform

Leading up to and catapulted by the George Floyd tragedy in Minnesota, the current drive for improving

police service and reinspiring community trust is far more complex than just budgets amizational

structures. There was great debate 200 years ago in London about the risks of publicly funded police to
citizen freedom. A year after the Metropolitan Police Act of 1829 with the creation of the London
Metropolitan Police, there was a cry to @lsh the police over militarization of policing and the lack of

G0N} yaLl NByOé SNRBRAY3I Lzt A0 GNHAG Ay LiNBISSRIZNT f 2
peopled ¢

This article is Part 1 of a fopart series on New Age of Police Reform. fidtlewing parts (Links below)
will address the call for reforms in police hiring and promotion diversity and includiote: part 4has
yet to be released.

Podcast[ I & OVFIF2NOSYSyiQa t SNFSOi {0
Part-1¢ Introduction to the New Age of Police Reform

Part2¢ Buildirg Community Trust Through an Inclusive Police Workforce

Part3¢ Police Accountability & Oversight: Redundancies & Opportunities

Part 4¢ National Police Rerm: Intergovernmental Friction & Cohesion
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Report on World Geography and U.S. Strategy

RUSI VEditor : This explains much about the US view of the World

The following is the Nov. 5, 2020 CongressionaResearchServiceln Focusreport, DefensePrimer:
Geographystrategy,andU.S ForceDesign.

World geography is an influence on U.S. strategy, which in turn helps shape the design of U.S. military
forces.

World Geographyand U.S.Strategy

az2zdald 2F GKS 62NI RQa LIS2L) ST NB&a2dzNOS&ax yR S02y2Y
but in the other hemisphere, particularly Eurasia. In response to this basic feature of world geography,

U.S. policymaks for the last several decades have chosen to pursue, as a key element of U.S. national
strategy, a goal of preventing the emergence of regional hegemons in Eurasia. This objective reflects a

U.S. perspective on geopolitics and grand strategy developéd ®ystrategists and policymakers during
and in the years immediately after World War 1l that incorporates two key judgments:

1 that given the amount of people, resources, and economic activity in Eurasia, a regional hegemon
in Eurasia would represent a amantration of power large enough to be able to threaten vital U.S.
interests; and

7 that Eurasia is not dependably se#fgulating in terms of preventing the emergence of regional
hegemons, meaning that the countries of Eurasia cannot be counted on tdyalsid to prevent,
though their own choices and other actions, the emergence of regional hegemons, and may need
assistance from one or more countries outside Eurasia to be able to do this dependably.

Preventing the emergence of regional hegemons in Eaigssometimes also referred to as preserving a

division of power in Eurasia, or as preventing key regions in Eurasia from coming under the domination of

a single power, or as preventing the emergence of a sphefragluence world, which could be a

consdj dzSYy OS 2F GKS SYSNHSYyOS 2F 2yS 2NJ Y2NB NBIA2YI €
5SOSYOSNI unamtT YIFGA2ylrf &aSOdzZNAGe aidNraGdS3e R20dzySyi
tools of national power to ensure that regions ofthewoR I N y 24 R2YAYyIlIGSR o6& 2V
Although U.S. policymakers do not often state explicitly in public the goal of preventing the emergence of
regional hegemons in Eurasia, U.S. military operations in World War | and World War Il, as well as
numerous U.Smilitary wartime and dayo-day operations since World War |l, appear to have been

carried out in no small part in support of this goal.

U.S.Strategyand ForceDesign

The goal of preventing the emergence of regional hegemons in Eurasia is a major régstire w.S.
military is structured with force elements that enable it to deploy from the United States, cross broad
expanses of ocean and air space, and then conduct sustainedsieaiemilitary operations upon arrival

in Eurasia or the waters and aiespe surrounding Eurasia. Force elements associated with this objective
include, among other things:

1 An Air Force with significant numbers of larainge bombers, longange surveillance aircraft, and
aerial refueling tankers.

1 A Navy with significant numbeaof aircraft carriers, nuclegoowered (as opposed to namuclear
powered) attack submarines, large surface combatants, large amphibious ships, and underway
replenishment ships.
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T Significant numbers of loagnge Air Force airlift aircraft andilitary Sealift Command sealift
ships for transporting ground forces personnel and their equipment and supplies rapidly over long
distances.

Consistent with a goal of being able to conduct sustained, 1acgée military operations in Eurasia or the
ocears and airspace surrounding Eurasia, the United States also stations significant numbers of forces and
supplies in forward locations in Europe, the Persian Gulf, and theRaddic.

[/ 2YLI NAYy3 | ®o{d C2NDOSa (2 hiKS Nordlyxazty NISwod that2z NO S &
designs its military to depart one hemisphere, cross broad expanses of ocean and air space, and then
conduct sustained, largecale military operations upon arrival in another hemisphere. The other
countries in the Western émisphere do not design their forces to do this because they cannot afford to,

and because the United States is, in effect, doing it for them. Countries in the other hemisphere do not
design their forces to do this for the very basic reason that they lae@dy in the other hemisphere, and
consequently instead spend their defense money primarily on forces that are tailored largely for
influencing events in their own local regions of that hemisphere. (Some countries, such as Russia, China,
the United Kingdm, and France, have an ability to deploy forces to distant locations, but only on a much
smaller scale.)

The fact that the United States designs its military to do something that other countries do not design
their forces to do can be important to keepnmnd when comparing the U.S. military to the militaries of
other nations. For example, the U.S. Navy has 11 aircraft carriers while other countries have no more than
one or two. Other countries do not need a significant number of aircraft carriers becanbke the

United States, they are not designing their forces to cross broad expanses of ocean and air space and then
conduct sustained, largecale military aircraft operations upon arrival in distant locations.

As another example, it is sometimes noté assessing the adequacy of U.S. naval forces, that U.S. naval
forces are equal in tonnage to the next several navies combined, and that most of those several navies
are the navies of U.S. allies. Those other fleets, however, are mostly of Eurasitmespwhich do not

design their forces to cross to the other side of the world and then conduct sustained, largescale military
operations upon arrival in distant locations. The fact that the U.S. Navy is much bigger than allied navies
does not necessarilgrove that U.S. naval forces are either sufficient or excessive; it simply reflects the
differing and generally more limited needs that U.S. allies have for naval forces. (It might also reflect an
underinvestment by some of those allies to meet even thaire limited naval needs.)

Measuring the Sufficiency of U.S. Forces Countries have differing needs for military forces. The United
States, as a country located in the Western Hemisphere with a goal of preventing the emergence of
regional hegemons in Eutiashas defined a need for military forces that is quite different from the needs

of countries that are located in Eurasia. The sufficiency of U.S. military forces consequently is best
assessed not through comparison to the militaries of other countrieméthing that is done quite
frequently), but against U.S. strategic goals, which in turn reflect U.S. policymaker judgments about the
U.S. role in the world. Strategy Is a Policy Choice, Force Design Is a Consequence The fact that U.S.
policymakers for thdast several decades have chosen to pursue, as a key element of U.S. national
strategy, a goal of preventing the emergence of regional hegemons in Eurasia, does not necessarily mean
that this goal was a correct one for the United States to pursue, oritleduld be a correct one for the

United States to pursue in the future. Whether it would be a correct one for the United States to pursue

in the future would depend on policymaker views regarding the two key judgments outlined earlier. A
decision on wheter the United States should continue to pursue a goal of preventing the emergence of
regional hegemons in Eurasia would then influence U.S. military force design for the future.

32| 33



Something Else Links to Thought Provoking Articles

Sustaining Strongecure and Engaged Funding: What the CQ9IPandemic Means for
DefenceFunding in Canada
http://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/vol20/no4/page6éng.asp

After the Pandemic: ConfrontingNew GeeStrategic Environment in the PeSOVIEL9 Era
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/files/pdf/20201021 AfterThePandemic_Shimooka PAPER_ FWeb.pdf

Are you looking for another rabbit hole to go down? RWUSI) is a good starting point with
weekly commentary.
https://www.rusi.org/

The Government of Spain has expressed its grave concern over the events unfolding in Peru
following the impeachment of Martin Vizcarra.
https://www.eurasiareview.com/17112028painexpresscon@rn-over-situatiorrin-peru

The FivePower Defense ArrangemeqgtOpinion Piece
https://www.eurasiareview.com/17112020e-five-powerdefensearrangementoped

StillMore Help Needed forVeterans: LtGen. Roméo Dallaire

https://ipolitics.ca/2020/11/13/stilkmore-help-neededfor-veteranslt-genromeo-dallaire/

Canada's New Frigate Will Be Brimmivith Missiles
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/37506/canadasew-frigate-will-be-brimmingwith-missiles

33| 33


http://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/vol20/no4/page60-eng.asp
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https://www.rusi.org/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/17112020-spain-express-concern-over-situation-in-peru/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
https://www.eurasiareview.com/17112020-the-five-power-defense-arrangement-oped/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
https://ipolitics.ca/2020/11/13/still-more-help-needed-for-veterans-lt-gen-romeo-dallaire/
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/37506/canadas-new-frigate-will-be-brimming-with-missiles

