Caroline Duncan

‘For each dear life of sacrifice’
Post-war Commemoration

War memorials are important features in commusiieross Canada. They take
many forms — cenotaphs, cairns, statues, rollsombr, church windows, buildings,
avenues, trees — and provide a physical placecimnwnities to honour those who gave
their lives in the service of their country. Thef§er a place to remember the impact of
war on those left behind, celebrate surviving \aater and educate each new generation
about conflict and peace. Post-war commemorasi@isio practiced in Canadian culture
in many other ways, such as street names, schigdayshostage stamps, medals,
veterans’ license plates, literature, art and musituseums, archives, publications and
websites are used to record, interpret and sharedltective and personal experiences of
war. Public ceremonies of remembrance are heldialynand the associated visual
symbol — the poppy — is recognizable to all Canaglia

Through the use of oral history interviews witherans and the examination of a
local post-WW!I memorial project, this paper willopide a comparison of historical and
contemporary commemorative initiatives and show tihe mechanisms by which public
memorials are created have remained consistenttbeedecades. The permanence of
memorials and the responsibility for their ongom@intenance and preservation will
also be explored.

In November 2009, as part of the Veterans’ Oraitdty program, a joint project
between the University of Victoria and the Royalitdd Services Institute of Vancouver

Island, three retired veterans were interviewedhantopic of commemoration. Rear
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Admiral Bill Hughes was interviewed about the Royahnadian Navy's upcoming
centennial and the commemorative window that wellumveiled at St Paul’'s Church in
Esquimalt in 2010. Major General Herb Pitts ddsemli the commemorative events
which are planned to mark the 150th anniversathefQueen’s Own Rifles, as well as
the Korea Veterans Wall of Remembrance and thecdgdn of a cairn in the Rocky
Mountains to commemorate thé' Canadian Parachute Battallion. Major Charles
Goodman shared his memories of the 50th anniversitige Battle of the Somme in
1966 as well as his experience at numerous WWIlerebtance ceremonies held in
Europe in 1994. The narratives so generously dhlayethese individuals demonstrate
that the activity of commemoration is very muctvalin the community today.

The practice of erecting monuments and metsoassociated with war and the war
dead is centuries old. Obelisks, triumphant arcpidars, temples, fountains, and statues
are common forms that date back to classical timEsese monuments serve to record
events in a permanent and visible way. They darsguage, age and literacy barriers in
a way that other forms of commemoration do not. eWar portraying victory in battle,
giving thanks for the end of hostilities, or moumgithe loss of their soldiers, war
memorials provide a powerful and compelling placesimember and reflect.

In Canada after WWI there was a strong need in comites across the nation to
publicly express sorrow at the loss of so many gooren and to honour the memory of
the dead. During the war the focus had been oonyicbut as Canadian soldiers began to
return home communities realized the high pricé iaal been paid. Canada lost 60,000

lives in WWI and it is estimated that more thanODO, Canadians returned home with
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disabilities. Meanwhile the dead left behind mtran 30,000 widows, children and
grieving parents.

Immediately following WWI, committees were formexglan and raise funds for
memorial projects. At the forefront of these efowvere veterans’ organizations, such as
the Great War Veterans Association (GWVA), and woigroups, in particular the
Imperial Order of Daughters of the Empire (IODE)Funds were collected through
private donations from door-to-door canvassing, sSgaper appeals, special events, and
performances. Labour and materials were often donated. Prifatglies occasionally
sponsored a public memorial, as with the cenotaplidtoria, but funds were most often
raised through a wide subscription base of indigiduveterans, local businesses, and
service organizations. “Erected by the Peopled fsequent sentiment on memorials of
the First World Waf.

While municipalities occasionally gave, or madeilade, land for memorial
projects, the federal government’s involvement Wagely limited to advice. Sam
Hughes, Member of Parliament and former MinisteMilitia, suggested in 1919 that a
mass produced monument be created and issued towaties based on their war
losses. The idea was rejected by the then current MinisfeMilitia who believed
people would value things more highly if they hadpay or work for themi.General
Arthur Currie expressed concern that the namesatifefields were not being correctly

inscribed on monuments but Ottawa gave little diogcto organizing groups on this

! Desmond MortonWinning the Second Battlex.
2 Robert ShipleyTo Mark Our Place56.

% Ibid., 70.

* Robert ShipleyTo Mark Our Place70.

® |bid., 62.

® Ibid., 62.
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matter’ The federal government’s position was that eachrounity should plan, design
and fund their own monumerits.One such post-WWI commemorative project was
Memorial Avenue on Shelbourne Street in SaanichisBrColumbia.

The idea for a memorial avenue along ShelbourneeStwas put to the Victoria
Chamber of Commerce by H.B. Thomson and Dr Stdni¢tebruary 192%. The plan
called for a double border of Plane and Mountaih &ses, planted alternately at thirty
feet apart, to connect Mount Douglas Park with @iy of Victoria. Envisioned as a
province-wide memorial based in British Columbiaapital city, the avenue was to
include portals or gateways for each municipalityvehich the names of soldiers killed
would be inscribed. The intention was for one tteebe planted for each British
Columbian killed in World War | and it was thougtitthe time that the memorial would
rival the great avenues of Eurofe.

More than $2,000 was raised publicly for the irailings and plaques. The
District of Saanich and the City of Victoria cooptd through the Parks and Beaches
Committee with Victoria donating the trees and $aarproviding the land. The
Canadian Explosives Company Limited donated thkistimg services while veterans’
organizations, cadets, and service clubs such t\R&iwanis and Gyro volunteered to
carry out the manual labour alongside the familiesghbours and friends of the fallen.

On Sunday October"% 1921 more than 5,000 people attended the dedircafi

Memorial Avenue. The first tree was planted dgrithe ceremony by Lieutenant-

" Ibid., 51.

8 Ibid., 62-63.

jOSaanich Archives Vertical Files: Shelbourne SthMemorial Avenue.
Ibid.

1 bid.

Page 4 of 22



Caroline Duncan

Governor Walter Cameron Nichol and an address \iangy Premier John Olivéf.
The event was described by t@elonistas “the most impressive within the memory of
Victorians.™® Ceremonial plantings along Memorial Avenue camith throughout the
1920s. General Joseph Cesaire Joffre, Marsh#dianice, planted a tree during his visit
to Victoria on March 28, 1922 and later that year General the Right HoatlerBaron
Byng of Vimy, Governor General of Canada, contioutto the memorial.
Commemorative plaques and wrought iron fences weeel to name the fallen soldiers
and to identify trees planted by dignitaries butfoutunately, these have not survivéd.

The community effort that was undertaken to crestiemorial Avenue was
significant. It was a sincere and heartfelt trébtd those who had sacrificed their lives to
preserve peace. Peace Day on Jul, 1919 had been celebrated as a victobyt by
October 1921, when the Memorial Avenue dedicati@remony took place, the
jubilation that had been felt following the endtbe war had been replaced by a new
reality. The deaths of fathers, husbands, neigtthaund friends affected communities
deeply around the country. Memorial Avenue, togetlwith numerous other
commemorative projects in Canada following WWI, gdocus to this grief and enabled
a public demonstration of honour and respect tstimeivors as well as the dead.

The memorial trees represented new life and neve.hdjhe official program for
Memorial Avenue stated, “after centuries these saees will stand and symbolize for
our children’s children the spirit of 1914-1919dahe portals which will be erected by

the various Municipalities of the Province at thdrance of the section of the Avenue

2 Memorial Avenue Program of Dedication, 2 Oct 1921.

13 Colonist, 4 Oct 1921.

14 One exception is a plaque marking the tree planye@eneral Joffre which is on display at Saanich
Archives.

15 Jonathan Vanc®eath So Nobles.
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apportioned to them, will perpetuate the nameshef glorious dead'® But, almost
ninety years after these noble sentiments weretemnritwhat remains of Memorial
Avenue? Where are the trees planted by General ByGeneral Joffre? Where are the
trees planted by neighbours and friends, such eswb planted by Mrs J.H. Todd in
1922 who at eighty-two years old said she was dalgg her duty? They may still be
there, unmarked and unknown, or they may be amuoagrées that fell victim to utility
poles, road widening, and sewer pipe installatigvilliam Lothian, a Victoria resident,
planted a tree for his son who was killed at Ypre$916 and remembered the location
of the tree on Shelbourne Street because it waatsd by a small white gate leading into
a field. Family members trying to locate the treel965 commented to the Victoria
Timesthat “the gate is gone, the field is gone andplaque, if there was one, is gorté”.
The final lines of a poem written by Mr. Lothianteafthe dedication ceremony in 1921
reads, “For each dear life of sacrifice will groioAg this beauteous way a living tree;
Now and in coming days and years to show The licie@se not to remember thé@”.

The memorial of trees was never completed andtteetshame has remained as
Shelbourne Street despite efforts over the dectalesfficially rename it Memorial
Avenue. In 1935 the grand plan was scaled batikntbMemorial Avenue to the stretch
of Shelbourne Street north of Cedar Hill Cross Roalthough spearheaded by the
Chamber of Commerce and built by publicly donatetds and labour, the maintenance
and preservation of the trees and plaques fell tmicipal governments. There is

evidence of concern regarding maintenance as aar{yctober 1923 when a delegation

6 Memorial Avenue Program of Dedication, 2 Oct 1921.
7 Victoria Colonist, 22 March 1922.

18 victoria Times, 10 Nov 1965.

9 1bid.
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from the Victoria Chamber of Commerce attended aniga Council meeting to request
that the municipality take over the care of MemloAxenue within the limits of its
boundarie$’ After discussion, council agreed to take up thestjon of maintenance
with the Beaches and Parks Committee, a joint Vi@t8aanich committee set up before
the establishment of a Saanich Parks Departmenichwivas tasked with the
maintenance of the memorial. Preservation of tleenorial eventually fell to Saanich
and in the late 1950s there was a renewed effortotaplete the plantings with a
rededication service held on November 11, 1961.wéder, the scheme was never
fulfilled. The Saanich Reviewon Jan 20, 1971 wrote “...it now seems that the once
admired Memorial Avenue must finally be obliteraiedthe name of progresé” A
small cairn was erected in 1976 to commemoratedh®ining trees, although it omits
any reference to the South African War, which wasirgegral part of the original
commemoration, or any reference to WWII and theg&arWar which were included in
the rededication of 196%.

When it came to honouring the sacrifices of Canalia was often veterans’
organizations who led the way and this traditiontowes. In 2010 the Royal Canadian
Navy will be celebrating its centennial. To mahe toccasion, retired Rear Admiral
(RAdm) Bill Hughes has initiated a memorial wind@noject for St. Paul’'s Church in

Esquimalt. When interviewed about the project, RA#lughes explained that the

20 Saanich Council minutes, 4 Oct 1923.
2! saanich Review, 20 Jan 1971.

22 Along Shelbourne Street just south of Cedar Hib$3rRoad is Saanich’s War Memorial Park, now
known as Gore Park. It was dedicated on July 2291and was later the site for a memorial cairike L
Memorial Avenue this park has also been a victimrbiin development and neglect. In the 1960sta fas
food restaurant was built nearby and, feeling tteelacked the dignity and peacefulness it deserted
memorial cairn was moved to the lawn of the Saamidhnicipal hall on Vernon Avenue where it still
stands today.
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inspiration for a memorial window came from attergda window unveiling dedicated to

the Princess of Wales Own Regiment and the 21salgat at St Paul’'s Anglican Church

in Kingston, Ontario. His grandfather, Brigadieer@@ral William St Pierre Hughes, had
commanded both units. When RAdm Hughes’ son, alsaval officer, suggested that a
similar project be undertaken for St Paul’s in BEswlt for the navy’'s centennial, RAdm

Hughes made the suggestion to Andrew Gates, DirettSt Paul's Naval and Garrison
Church, and the idea was favourably received. A&liR Hughes describes in the
interview, St Paul's was the obvious site for swchproject because of it's long

association with the Naw/.

A committee was established comprising of retiredvah officers and
representatives from the church, as well as thatouof the Naden Naval and Military
Museum?* Mercer & Shafer Glass Studio, known for its work similar projects, was
chosen to design and create the windowVorking from a list of criteria supplied by the
committee, they created a draft design for a foamngb window. The final design
includes ships, divers, airmen, submariners, womesgerves, the merchant navy,
Fisguard Lighthouse, the white ensign, the Canaftiz@y, St Nicholas the patron saint of
seafarers, the badges of the ships Sackville andaHand, intriguingly, a message in
Morse code that RAdm Hughes would not divid§eThe design also includes symbols

of twenty-four ships sunk in WWII and one ship sumkVWI. Below the window will

2 Bill Hughes Interview, 4:55 and 7:45.
> |bid., 5:38.

*° |bid., 2:32.

%% |bid., 24:34.
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be two books, one which will explain the symboliamd content of each panel and, the
other, a book of remembrante.

The committee made a deliberate decision regarfimancing. They did not
want to see church funds used, because of thecimamardship facing many churches,
nor did they seek any government fundfagt was felt that all funds should be raised by
private donation. When asked about the governrherding decision, RAdm Hughes
explained that it was unlikely government wouldesgto make a contribution, that their
involvement would be too problematic, and, most omgntly, a government
contribution would have no meaning to the peopl® wpproved the funds. It was
important to RAdm Hughes to have a broad base @t and for each donation to be
meaningful to the givel? Brochures were sent to about 600 people acressdhntry
and in other parts of the world and donations haoree from all parts of Canada from
coast to coast as well as the UK and the U5 website about the commemorative
window project was set up and donations were aedeptline. The fundraising efforts
were very successful and the committee reachegbdkin under a year, receiving three
hundred and seventy individual donations.

The project began in 2007 and the window will breveiled in a dedication
ceremony in May 2010. Guests at the special sewilt include donors, mayors, retired
senior officers and church dignitaries. A goldawokd curtain (the Navy’s colours are
blue and gold) will be pulled open by a senior memiif the church on one side and a

navy representative on the other. The naval hyifirbe/sung and prayers recited.

27 |bid., 7:00.
2 |bid., 2:04.
2 pid., 29:38.
%0 bid., 4:64.
31 |bid., 6:04.
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“That’'s my navy,” is what RAdm Hughes hopes peaopik think and feel when
looking at the window? When asked about the preservation of the wind@#gm
Hughes acknowledged that although churches have blesed recently through the
amalgamation of parishes, he is confident thaP&tl's will survive. He noted that St.
Paul’s is a heritage building and, as such, wilpbatected. The church and the diocese
will have ongoing responsibility for the maintenarend preservation of the winddt.
RAdm Hughes ended the interview with a story almne of the donors, a widow of a
master seaman wanting to donate $2,000 to thegbroj#hen RAdm Hughes remarked
to her that it was a very large sum, she explathetl she and her husband had been
saving for a holiday but now that he had passedyasiae wanted the savings to go
toward the window in memory of her husbafid.

The importance of private as opposed to governrherding as well as issues
surrounding the maintenance and preservation of gnate are also voiced in the
interview with retired Major General (MGen) Herbtt®i speaking about three
commemorative projects he has been involved wilie: upcoming 150th Anniversary of
the Queen’s Own Rifles, the Korea Veterans WalRefmembrance dedicated in 1997,
and the dedication of a 1st Canadian ParachutalBettmemorial in 2000.

The Queen’'s Own Rifles is Canada’s oldest contislyoiserving infantry
regiment with soldiers serving in conflicts frometlrenian raids of 1866 to the Boer
War, WWI, WWII, Korea, Somalia, Bosnia and Afghdais The Colonel-in-Chief of
the regiment, Princess Alexandra, will be partitigp in the sesquicentennial

celebrations. In addition to a cairn to be unwkiby Princess Alexandra at Work Point

32 |bid., 19:00.
33 |bid., 13:50.
34 bid., 29:37.
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Barracks in Esquimalt, a second monument, alsara, ¢a planned for the University of
Victoria’s Gordon Head campus. This location igndicant because, as MGen Pitts
describes, the 2nd Battalion of the Queen’s OwneRifvere the last regiment at the
Gordon Head Army Camp when it closed in 1857The cairn at UVIC will be located
near the old entrance to Gordon Head Army Basectwis still marked by two pillars
and a monument that describes the history of thetles and the Queen’s Own Rifles as
the last unit to be stationed there. Other renmahthe army barracks and a few army
huts are also located near the proposed cairfi’site.

MGen Pitts makes it clear that the events surroyntlhe anniversary are self-
funded by the regiment and its local branches. r&tie no provincial or federal
government support, with the exception of the acooghation that Princess Alexandra
will receive at Government Houdé. The regiment is responsible for the carving and
placement of the cairn, but the planning commitiees able to secure the support of
Canadian Forces Base Naden for the laying of thedation®® This pattern can be seen
in earlier monuments: private funds raised through community by veterans,
regiments, societies, or private individuals wittcasional assistance limited to land or
specialized labour from the military or a levelgmvernment.

MGen Pitts goes on to describe the Wall of Remamt® in Brampton, Ontario
dedicated to Korea Veterans on July 27th, 1997. ré#earks that Korea was often

referred to as the forgotten war and that prioth® monument there was no national

% Herb Pitts Interview, part 1, 01:30.
*bid., 12:19.
% lbid., 15:12.
% Ibid., 19:10.
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commemoratiori? The Wall grew out of a visit to Korea by two Cédizm veterans who
were asked to take pictures of the headstone atdheetery in Puson. The pictures
sparked interest in having replicas of the headsfaques located in Canada. A Wall
Committee was established to raise funds and thedblevale Cemetery in Brampton
Ontario was chosen as the site. The completed menuis a gently curving structure
about 200 feet in length and displays 516 individuanze plaques - replicas of the
grave markers in Puson — in memory of the Canatliaes lost in Kored® The
placement of the monument within a cemetery allowed its maintenance and
preservation. MGen Pitts coordinated the dedicatieremony’ A memorial book
describing the monument and listing the name, @mk regimental number of each of
the dead was published as part of the commemoratidnis “intended to serve, along
with the Wall of Remembrance, as a permanent reanitedall Canadians of the sacrifice
made by 516 young citizens in the cause of Pe&ceFunding for the monument was
raised through donations and a full list of dormas be found in the memorial book.

The practice of publishing the names of contribsitasas also common during
fundraising efforts for WWI memorials. Appeals famds were often published in
newspapers and monument committees emphasizediviiege of contributing funds to
honour the fallen, contrasting the great price fgidhe fallen to the small amount being
sought in the appe&l. Contributors in the post WWI era included a broadge of

individuals and groups — widows, workers, veterapsplic servants, churches,

3% A second national monument to Korea Veterans, knasithe Monument to the Canadian Fallen, was
unveiled in 2003. Two identical statues were maae, for Puson, Korea and the other for Ottawa. eMG
Pitts was involved in the dedication ceremony, kpgpon behalf of the Veterans. (Pitts Interview,
filename Pitts_Nov2009_partl.wav, 41:03).

40 The Korea Veterans Associatidiemorial Book 16-17.

“1 Pitts Interview, part 1, 33:00.

42 The Korea Veterans Associatidviemorial Book 18.

3 Robert ShipleyJo Mark Our Place70.
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businesses, youth clubs, women’s organizationsd-tla® same base of support can be
seen in the Korea Veterans Association MemoriallBadhich lists many hundreds of
donors in categories such as Legion branches, areterregiments, police forces,
businesses, service clubs, political representatamd individuald? But the largest
category by far is individuals.

The third commemorative project MGen Pitts desgibs that of the 1st
Canadian Parachute Battalion for which he is th®nal patron. The unit served in the
British 6th Airborne Division during WWII and wasmang the first on the ground
during D-Day* A memorial to the battalion is located in SitfteFalls Provincial Park
in Alberta where four mountain peaks have been daiwmandy, Ardennes, Rhine and
Elbe after the battles in which the battalion foughThe monument, dedicated on
September 8th, 2000, is carved with a depictiothef mountain peaks, the Battalion’s
emblem, and a description of their history andledtonours. M Gen Pitts describes in
the interview how each year three or four contanarthe ashes of paratroopers are
taken by a climbing party to be sprinkled at the 6 Normandy Peak, and in this way it
has become somewhat of a shifhieWhile the Government of Alberta made the land
available for the monument, the dedication proggaes thanks to “numerous members
and friends who have contributed financially, atithse who have contributed in many
other ways, to the success of the monument proféctThis pattern of a veteran — and
community - driven project is similar to the ottmmmemorative projects described in

the interviews, and to the historical pattern see®wWWI monuments.

** The Korea Veterans Associatidviemorial Book 60-94.

“° Pitts Interview, part 1, 52:40.

*®Ibid., 1:00:40.

" Ex Coelis Mountain Dedication of Monument prograhSeptember 2000.
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Major Charles Goodman, a veteran of WWII and Kpreas participated in
numerous commemorative ceremonies, including thk B@niversary of the Battle of
the Somme and events surrounding the 50th anniyexdathe Allied Landings in
France. Major Goodman recalls joining the Resemdbe Signal Corps when he was
fifteen years old, hoping the war would last lomgpegh for him to figff. He joined the
Saint John Fusiliers when he was sixteen by chgnbis registration documents to
appear that he was nineteen. After training irti€ri Columbia he went to France for
active service in early 1944 where he served withSouth Saskatchewan Regiment in
France and Belgium and was wounded in Holl&hd.

In 1965, Major Goodman was stationed in Europe manding C Company of
the 1st Battalion of the Princess Patricia Canatight Infantry (PPCLI) and was tasked
with organizing a hundred-man guard of honour tetaart in the 50 anniversary
commemoration of the Battle of the SommfieHe took part in a number of remembrance
services for Canadians in WWI and remembers se@argadian veterans of the battles,
not imagining that he would one day be participptm50th anniversary events of battles
in which he himself had fougfit.

Beaumont-Hamel was the site of a battle foughtheyNewfoundland Regiment
and is marked by a bronze statue of a caribou,ethblem of the regiment. The
ceremony in 1966 to commemorate the battle strdtah&o the evening. In his

interview, Major Goodman recalls the illuminatedtse against the night sky and the

“8 Charles Goodman Interview, part 1, 1:08 and 2:45.

9 Nancy and Charles Goodmdny Soldier 1944, A Pilgrimage 199120.
*0 Goodman Interview, (filename Goodman_Nov2009_pae¥), 9:00.

> 1bid., 10:40.
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very moving moment when the Canadian and Frengs fleere lowered He goes on
to describe the Ypres Menin Gate Memorial whickslitie names of the thousands of
soldiers whose bodies were never found. The PR@tdlbeen in many battles in that
area and had been granted the freedom of the Qitypoes. As part of the
commemorative events, Major Goodman exercisedresiom by ceremonially inviting
the Mayor of Ypres to inspect the Canadian trogmstaen marched his men through the
city with bayonets fixed, drums beating and flalginf).>®> He found it a great privilege
to lead his men and represent his regiment fifgryafter the fighting®
In 1994, Major Goodman returned to Europe for B¢h anniversary events
surrounding D-Day. While not part of the offic@hnadian contingent, he felt it was
personally important to revisit the location of thattles as a way of honouring fallen
comrades. He also wanted to share this importantqgs his life with his wife, Nancy’
He recounts a moving story of returning to the eitéhe Battle of Falaise where he had
experienced house to house fighting and his rediniee South Saskatchewan, lost five
men:
There was a lot of house to house fighting in BalaiThe Germans would be in a
house, | was an Infantryman then | wasn’'t a Signtalen. So we would come up
to a house and somebody would fire a machine gunrole or throw a grenade
out a window or door at us and so then we woulthgbe house and try to chase
the people in the house out or kill them. And thas kind of dangerous. We lost
five people...We buried them a day or two after hit tquieted down. All this
took place on a street by the main cathedral incibheof Falaise. These five
soldiers were buried on the street by the cathedrbkere’s an ancient monument
there... dates back to the Roman times, that pdlad is right by where we buried
the soldiers. Our Pioneer section had made crassshey just quickly painted

the names on them and put them in the ground bekela. This was only
temporary because we knew that when the battle wentewhere else they

52 |bid., 14:20.
53 |bid., 17:00.
54 bid., 17:45.
%5 |bid., 31:40.
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would be dug up and eventually end up at a CommahiwéNar Graves
cemetery.

He returned to the site in 1994 for the commemonaévent and found a brass
plague had been placed to honour the five Canadilaiers who were killed.

The ceremony that | went to then, | went back teeta look at this street and

show Nancy where it was. | knew that the soldiensld be gone ...but there is a

big brass plaque on the sidewalk where we had thdhiese soldiers in memory

of these five soldiers of the South Saskatchewaginnt from Canada. Quite
moving...l knew them aff®

Standing by the cathedral watching the officialtpane was invited by the mayor
to march with them through the streets. This wagmcal of the warm welcome and
gratitude he received in the towns he visited.

Major Goodman gives clear and vivid descriptiohshe battlefields during the
war and contrasts this imagery with the warmth &rehdship of his visit fifty years
later. A particularly poignant example of thishis description of the fighting near
Rouen and Foret de la Lontfe.Upon returning in 1994, he was welcomed and was
taken to visit a memorial in the forest where therispeople had planted a maple tree,
the only maple tree in the area. In the intervitdajor Goodman expresses his honour
in laying a wreath at the sit®. He reflects on the experience of revisiting ites,
describing it as very meaningful and emotiotial.

At the time they are created, war memorials arenitéd as permanent reminders
of the sacrifices made in war. Sadly, future altets sometimes fail to maintain them.

This was the case in Saanich where the grand awdrmaemorial trees along Shelbourne

Street has fallen victim to road-widening and urdamelopment. In Victoria, veterans’

%6 |bid., 26:40.
57 |bid., 37:30.
%8 |bid., 42:14.
% bid., 26:18.
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organizations had to fight to keep the word ‘memdrin the name when the original
Memorial Arena was replaced with a new structurd enamed after a grocery store.
One extraordinary story of how a monument to Caaradioldiers is today being cared
for was related by MGen Pitts. He recounts howi@&dHovestad, who was a child in
the village of Doorn in Holland when it was libezdtby the Queen’s Own Rifles near
the end of WWII, returned to the town in 2008 andswdisappointed to see the
monument littered with leaves and debris. He wtotthe mayor to complain that it was
disgraceful that a monument to the town’s libemtoras not better kept. Receiving no
reply, he contacted the media and had a very pesigsponse from the Dutch public.
One such response was from a group of boys whoedffso keep the area around the
monument clean. As a result, a unique relationehgpformed between veterans of the
Queen’s Own Rifles and this group of children inlleled. This story of sacrifice and
remembrance has appeared on Dutch television. éaret group of the Queen’s Own
Rifles will be visiting the battlefields in 2010 @mill include Doorn on their itinerary in
order to thank the children persondfy.

After WWI, communities across the nation felt tieed to create visible
statements of their sorrow and to honour the seesfof the fallen. These memorial
projects were initiated and funded not by governsdout by communities themselves.
Funds were raised through private donations anctesepted a broad base of support
from individuals, veterans, women’s groups, locakibesses, churches and service
clubs. These efforts were often initiated by vetstaorganizations, which were

committed to preserving the memory of their falemrade$! This pattern is evident

%0 pitts Interview, (filename Pitts_Nov2009_part1.)yaho:40.
®1 Morton, Winning the Second Battl67.
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in commemorative projects today as illustratedh®ydral history interviews with RAdm
Hughes, MGen Pitts and Major Goodnfan.

Canada continues to suffer losses in conflicts reddhe world. The sad loss of
former University of Victoria student Lt. Andrew Mall while on active duty in
Afghanistan in December 2009 is a reminder of heeplly the death of a local soldier is
felt in the community. The loss of each local life WWI was similarly felt by
Victorians. The preservation of memorials, suchviesnorial Avenue on Shelbourne
Street, honours the sacrifice of the individuah&dl as the grief of the community at the
time. Responsibility for the care and maintenaotsuch memorials is a legacy that
each new generation inherits and one that shoultbepted with the same solemn duty
with which it was bestowed. The neglect over daeades of Memorial Avenue is
regrettable but there is hope for it still. Lessdrom history and the observation of
contemporary commemorative initiates show where rtfmentum for such projects
originates. Governments do not initiate thesegatsjbut through financial necessity and
simple logistics often assume the ongoing maintemafor them. The original
stakeholders over the decades may fall away arfdtivgm go the vision and values that
created the memorial. As with the memorial to @eeen’s Own Rifles in Doorn,
Holland, grassroots support from the community rbaywhat is needed to convince
local authorities that memorials built by earli@ngrations are still relevant, meaningful

and cherished. The passage of time does not dimihe sacrifice of each dear life.

2 When asked during the interviews about their peabmvolvement in Remembrance Day ceremonies in
the Greater Victoria area, all three veterans r&eththat attendance by the public had increaseecient
years. Major Goodman related a story of his exymee returning from the Sidney cenotaph where e wa
stopped near his vehicle and asked if he was aaretdReplying that he was indeed a veteran of WWII
and Korea, Major Goodman was then asked if he wsloéke hands. The stranger explained that he
wanted to go home and tell his family that he Haaken the hand of a veteran that day.
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Image 1 Mrs Caroline Rosson at one of the fenced tieasdnce stood along Shelbourne Street, as part of
Memorial Avenue to those killed in the South Afric&/ar and World War |, circa 1960
Courtesy of Saanich Archives (1983-006-016)
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Image 2: Program of the dedication of Memorial Avenue, @&ynOctober 2, 1921

Courtesy of Saanich Archives
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Image 3: Lists of names of the war dead, such as thellustrated above, were submitted to the Municigadit
Saanich for inclusion in the Memorial Avenue plagjémlowing WWI
Courtesy of Saanich Archives
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