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Joint CIC-RUSI-NOAVI Lunch at Union Club 
4 February 2009 

With the Chief of the Defence Staff  
 

    General Walter Natynczyck, the 
Chief of the Defence Staff (CDS) 
spoke to a joint meeting of the 
Royal United Services Institute 
Vancouver Island, (RUSI VI) the 
Naval Officers’ Association 
Vancouver Island (NOAVI) and 
the Victoria Branch of the 
Canadian International Council 
(CIC) at the Union Club on 4 
February. He spoke to a “packed 
house”.  
   The General started with his 
personal background, mentioning 
being a ‘product’ of (RUSI 
President) Gene Lake (who had 
just introduced him) at the 
Armour School in Gagetown. He 
also noted his time at Royal Roads 
where Commander Maritime 
Pacific, RAdm Tyrone Pile, and 
Cmdre Nigel Greenwood (both in 
attendance) were his classmates. 
   After recognizing others in the 
audience, General Natynczyck 

went on to give an overview from 
his perspective as CDS, of the 
Canadian Forces today, including:  
the recent Budget, our role in 
Afghanistan, his recent visit with 
Minister MacKay to the Ottawa 
Rehabilitation Hospital visiting 
wounded soldiers, Trenton and 
Highway 401, “Peacekeeping” 
ops, the roles of the CF today and 
various other visits at home 
(including the Arctic) and abroad, 
Arctic sovereignty,his experiences 
with CTF 150, HMCS Ville de 
Quebec and piracy in the Strait of 
Malacca.  
   The CDS noted that the world is 
changing and we must adapt to it 
each and every day.   The situation 
in Afghanistan is the most 
difficult, dangerous and complex 
operation since Korea where about 
2,750 of our men and women are 
doing a brilliant job in a tough 
neighbourhood.  He noted that the 

CF are particularly focussed on 
building the capacity of the 
Afghan Army and the Afghan 
Police because it is generally 
recognized that only Afghans can 
win this war. In addition, the CF 
are enabling our colleagues in 
Foreign Affairs, CIDA, RCMP 
and Corrections Canada in their 
efforts with humanitarian support. 
And the General emphasized that 
it is not only soldiers, but also 
fellow members of the Navy and 
Air Force who are very much 
involved in this endeavour. 
   While our mission will end in 
2011, Gen Natynczyck indicated 
that it will remain the focus of the 
Canadian Forces for the next little 
while. 
   The speech concluded with a 
very well deserved standing 
ovation.

 

The President Said… 
 

   Until recently the sounds of 
battles past grew dim, the cries of 
those engaged in struggles were 

becoming silent and the footsteps 
of those returning from the fray 
were fading from our memories. 
That all of these things should be 
lost to our collective memory or 
left to the ruminations of those 
who carried the sword would have 
been our collective loss. It is for 
these reasons that we owe a debt 
of gratitude to those who made the 
Military Oral History Program a 
reality.  
   The Canadian Nation and the 
world of Academia can justly 
recognize the achievements of the 
Military Oral History Program at 
the University of Victoria and in 
particular Col John Eggenberger 
and the supporting cast from the 
Naval Officers Association, 
RCAF Association and Aircrew 

Associations and the Royal United 
Services Institute.  
   And now with the help and 
support of persons like BGen John 
Neroutsos and other RUSI 
members the Military Oral History 
Program has progressed to a point 
where they are now directing 
efforts in specific areas such as the 
support provided by the RCAF to 
the RAF during WW2. That these 
ongoing studies are being 
undertaken in the name of 
warriors past, like Sqn Leader 
Teddy Blenkinsop DFC, C de G, 
helps carve such names in our 
collective. It will not be long 
before the story behind the name 
of Blenkinsop Road will become 
common knowledge. – Gene Lake 
 



 3 
 

Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island  
 

RUSI VI 2009  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  – Paula Skippon 

 

The 2009 Annual General 
Meeting of RUSI of VI was 
convened on Wednesday, March 
11, by the President, Col (Ret) 
Gene Lake. During his opening 
remarks, he acknowledged the 
good membership and works 
undertaken by RUSI, but 
emphasized that changes are 
needed to ensure the Institute’s 
future viability.  To this end, he 
recommended the formation of a 
small committee to advise the 
Board on how we might change 
our way of doing business (e.g. 
attract new members; 
communicate with members, etc.).  
Following adoption of last year’s 
Minutes, Cdr (Ret) Bill 
Macdonald (Treasurer), 
presented a series of reports: (1) 
the auditor’s report of 2008 was 
accepted by the meeting, (2) the 
Board was authorized to appoint 
an auditor for 2009, and (3) the 
budget for 2009 was explained 
and subsequently adopted by 
members.  
Directors presented their 
committee reports. 
BGen (Ret) Don Macnamara 
(Outreach/Speakers) reviewed 
the list of 8 speakers invited over 
the previous year, assisted by the 
good access granted to senior 
officers of all three services and 
other officials. Don noted the 
speakers’ themes had concentrated 
on current operations affecting 
Canada’s national security and 
particularly CF operations in 
Afghanistan.  A highlight was the 

joint meeting with the CDS in 
February.   
Paula Skippon (Membership) 
reported that the current 
membership stood at 185, which 
included 8 new members and 2 
family members this year.  
Col (Ret) Bill Weston (Awards) 
reported on a very successful year 
for both book prizes to students at 
the University of Victoria and 
cadet awards.   He noted that the 
selection of cadet awards has 
changed so that the award of a 
plaque and cheque is made to both 
the best band and to the best band 
drum major of the Vancouver 
Island Band Competition at the 
Spring Tattoo.     
Maj(Ret) Tom Body (Functions) 
also reported on a successful year 
in organizing the monthly 
luncheons, extending our 
appreciation to the caterers and to 
5 Field Artillery for making their 
Officers Mess available.   
Paula Skippon (Military Oral 
History)  reported on the Military 
Oral History project in partnership 
with the University of Victoria. To 
date 46 students and 120 veterans 
have participated in this program. 
She noted the one-time RUSI 
contribution of $ 1000 to a 
scholarship fund established by 
the university in memory of Dr. 
Shawn Cafferky.  A new Air 
Force initiative, launched under 
the umbrella of the MOH 
Program, is the Teddy Blenkinsop 
Memorial Project.  Monies 
donated to this project are 

intended to fund historical 
research expenses about RCAF 
involvement in and support to the 
RAF during WWII.  BGen (Ret) 
John Neroutsos, a relative of 
Victorian S/L Blenkinsop, one of 
the RCAF Pathfinders, helped to 
launch this project at a reception 
held at the university on 6 March.  
Appreciation was expressed by 
members to Col (Ret) John 
Eggenberger for all his work on 
this very successful Program since 
its inception. 
LCol (Ret) Cec Berezowski, 
(Editor Newsletter) indicated that 
he had retired, as had Col (Ret) 
John Eggenberger as Publisher.  If 
members wished to continue with 
this publication, volunteers were 
urgently needed.  In the interim, 
thanks were extended to Cdr (Ret) 
Migs Turner for stepping in on a 
temporary basis to issue the last 
two editions.   
The President also thanked Cec 
for his outstanding contribution in 
producing such a high quality 
Newsletter over the last 8 years. 
In conclusion, and as there were 
no nominations from the floor, the 
President, Col (Ret) Gene Lake, 
presented the following slate of 
directors for 2009: President: Col 
(Ret) Gene Lake; Vice President 
and Treasurer: Cdr (Ret) W.E. 
Macdonald; and Secretary: LCol 
(Ret) Gary Del Villano. The full 
slate of directors appears on Page 
one of this Newsletter. 

        

Last Post  
  

Squadron Leader Thomas L. Wylie, CD  5 February 2009 
 

…and lest we forget, the 116 members of the Canadian Forces, 
-heroes who have given their lives for Canada in Afghanistan, and their families. 
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National & International “Headlines” 
 
SOLDIERS MAY GET YEAR’S PAUSE IN 2011 –Canwest News Service, 10 March 
   “Beginning in July 2011, we will have to explore the 
possibility of (Canada’s soldiers) taking a short 
operational break, that is well organized, of at least one 
year” -so said Lt. General Andrew Leslie, Chief of 
Land Staff, speaking before the Senate’s security & 
defence committee yesterday.  
    General Leslie cited shifting demographics, attrition 
and competition from civilian industry that are draining 
away a talented pool of soldiers. Leslie also said 

damaged equipment will need to be refurbished from 
the rigours of combat in Afghanistan. 
    “Nevertheless, there is no doubt that we will always 
be prepared to carry out our various tasks.”    
    Canada’s combat mission in Kandahar is due to end 
in 2011. While 2,800 military personnel from all three 
branches of the CF are taking part, the army contributes 
the vast majority of those troops, at 2400, General 
Leslie said. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MARITIME PIRACY OFF THE HORN OF AFRICA  
   Last fall Canada extended for another month the tour of duty for HMCS Ville de Quebec operating in support of 
shipping and the transition of relief supplies off the Horn of Africa, an area where piracy abounds. 
    Maritime piracy is a universal crime under international law which places the lives of seafarers in jeopardy and affects 
the shared economic interest of all nations. It is in the national interests of maritime states to work together to repress 

piracy off the Horn of Africa. 
   Wikipedia describes “ The Horn of Africa” (alternatively Northeast Africa, and 
sometimes Somali Peninsula; shortened to HOA) as a peninsula in East Africa that juts for 
hundreds of miles into the Arabian Sea, and lies along the southern side of the Gulf of 
Aden. It is the easternmost projection of the African continent. The term also refers to the 
greater region containing the countries of Eritrea, Djibouti, Ethiopia and Somalia. As such, 
it covers approximately 772,200 sq. miles and is inhabited by about 90.2 million people 
(Ethiopia: 75 million, Somalia: 10 million, Eritrea: 4.5 million, and Djibouti: 0.7 million). 
   Warnings have been issued to shipping companies operating in the volatile Gulf of Aden, 
saying that despite international patrols, the safety of ships operating off the coast of 
Somalia cannot be guaranteed. 
   Somalia's coastline has witnessed an 
explosion in pirate activity. According to 
the International Maritime Bureau, there 
were 111 attacks and 42 successful 
hijackings off Somalia during 2008.  
   Sirius Star received international 
attention when it was hijacked by Somali 

pirates on 15 November, becoming the largest ship ever captured by 
pirates. The ship was en route from Saudi Arabia to the United States 
by way of the Cape of Good Hope. At the time of the attack, it was 
about 450 nautical miles southeast of the coast of Kenya, carrying 25 
crewmen and with its tanks fully laden with oil. The ship herself was 
valued at approximately US$150 million, and her cargo was worth at 
least another US$100 million. 
   Sirius Star was released on January 9, 2009, after the payment of a ransom.  
   The threat of attacks like that on Sirius Star has emerged in the last 18 months as the most serious security issue 
confronting the world shipping industry. The extra insurance costs and safety concerns are driving shipping companies 
to spend millions of dollars on diversions, extra security and more expensive insurance. 
 

National & International “Headlines”  continued on page 5 
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CHOPPER ASSAULT A FIRST FOR CANADA - Canwest News Service, 9 March 
   Canadian soldiers soared into western 
Zhari District Saturday to disrupt 
suspected Taliban compounds, the first 
air-assault mission done with Canadian 
helicopters in the countries military 
history. 
    “It was the experience of a lifetime” 
said Master Cpl. Scott Vernelli of 
November Company, 3rd Battalion, The 
Royal Canadian Regiment Battle 
Group, based out of Petawawa, Ontario. 
   The mission netted a small cache of 
weapons and bomb making materials, 
but Canadians say the ability to quickly 
drop dozens of soldiers deep into 
Taliban territory is an important new 
tool here. 
The flight’s pilot, Major Jonathon 
Knaul said it was pretty special seeing

     Photo courtesy Canwest News Service           Canadian troops in the back of the 
helicopter. “We made a major Canadian milestone for our troops here and for Canadian aviation in general,” Knaul 
said. “I felt a great deal of pride to be part of that…”. 

 

US AND CHINESE NAVIES SPAR IN SOUTH CHINA SEA -9 March 2009 
 by Tania Branigan The Guardian UK -Summarized�

   Beijing-China and the US have been drawn into a rare confrontation on the high seas, it emerged today, when the Pentagon 
accused Chinese ships of maneuvering dangerously close to USNS Impeccable, a civilian manned US navy surveillance ship. 
The US intends to protest to the Chinese military attaché in Washington after Sunday's incident, which followed several days 
of what US defence officials called "increasingly aggressive" acts by Chinese ships. A Pentagon statement said "The Chinese 

vessels surrounded USNS Impeccable, two of 
them closing to within 50ft, waving Chinese flags 
and telling Impeccable to leave the area". 
“ Because the vessels' intentions were not known, 
Impeccable sprayed its fire hoses at one of the 
vessels in order to protect itself & to force it 
away.” "The Chinese crew members disrobed to 
their underwear and continued closing to within 
25 feet." The Pentagon called the manoeuvre "an 
apparent co-ordinated effort to harass the US 
ocean surveillance ship while it was conducting 

 USNS Impeccable   (Photo: AAP)   routine operations in international waters".  The 
ships were in the South China Sea, about 75 miles south of Hainan Island.  
   The official newspaper China Daily carried remarks from the navy's deputy chief of 
staff, who said the force's growth did not pose a threat to others. In an interview at the 
weekend, Major General Zhang Deshun told the newspaper: "Even when the navy has its              A Chinese trawler           
aircraft carriers one day, our national defence strategy will remain purely defensive. The Chinese navy pursues peace & 
safeguards the security of the country."     
   The Chinese navy has drawn increasing scrutiny since it joined the international fleet battling Somalian pirates in the Gulf of 
Aden, its first overseas mission since the founding of the People's Republic in 1949. Zhang added: "Some foreign media saw it 
as an opportunity to hype the so-called 'China threat'. In fact, China is doing exactly what other countries are doing sending 
ships there: to protect [their] national interests." He said China's plans to build aircraft carriers, which have also drawn 
attention, & were "strategically very common" for a big country with a long coastline.” The Chinese say that Impeccable was 
on a spy mission. Detecting submarines is one of her roles & Hainan is home to Chinese submarine bases. 
.
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OUR THANKS TO RETIRED RUSI VI EDITOR “Cec” Berezows ki! 
   In January 2009 LCol (Ret’d) J. Cecil Berezowski CD 
retired as our RUSI Newsletter Editor, a position he has 

fulfilled so well for the 
past 8 years.   
   “Cec” joined the 
artillery reserve in 1945, 
while in high school in 
Kamsack, Saskatchewan 
and continued a gunner 
affiliation until his 
retirement from the 
Regular Force  in 1984. 
His newspaper training 
began while in high 
school, where he started 
with the local weekly 

newspaper training as a sports and news reporter, and full 
time upon graduation.  
   Cec was selected for officer cadet training in Victoria in 
1951 at the Royal Canadian School of Coast & Anti-aircraft 
Artillery at Work Point Barracks and was commissioned a 
2/Lt in Victoria in 1952. His postings included: -119 Medium 
antiaircraft Battery in Victoria, -Army Recruiting Officer on 
Vancouver Island, -service in Germany with the First 
Regiment, RCHA, -instructor at the Royal Canadian School 
of Artillery at Shilo, Man., -Central Command Headquarters 

in Oakville, Ontario, -the United Nations Force in Cyprus, -
2iC Militia Artillery Training Regiment Headquarters at 
Camp Borden, Ont., -Mobile Command HQ’s at St. Hubert, 
P.Q. where in Sept. 1970, he served in the Army Operations 
Centre during the FLQ October 1970 crisis in Quebec and the 
War Measures Act, -Staff Officer (Army Reserves) CF HQ’s 
in Ottawa, -US Army Command & General Staff Course at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, -staff Canadian Land Forces 
Command & Staff College, Kingston, -Washington, DC as 
Cdn liaison officer US Army Materiel Development & 
Readiness Command HQ’s, & NDHQ 1981 retiring in 1984 
as Director of Standardization Coordination.  
   “Cec” & his wife Vanlea returned to Victoria in 1985, 30 
years after being married at Work Point Barracks. 
   Since then, Cec has served as a director with the RUSI VI 
and its then national parent, the Federation of Military and 
United Services Institutes of Canada (FMUSIC). As chairman 
of its National Defence committee, he testified before the 
Commons Defence Committee in 1993 and the Parliamentary 
Special Joint Committee on Canada’s Defence Policy in 
1994. 
   Cec is an Honorary Life Member of RUSI VI. As team 
leader of the FMUSIC Policy Committee 2001, Cec produced 
its last major report to the Government entitled “CANADA’S 
STRATEGIC SECURITY XXI.” In recognition 14 February 
2003, Cec received the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal.  

 

OUR THANKS TO RETIRED RUSI VI PUBLISHER John Eggenb erger! 
   In October 2008, LCol (Ret’d) John C. Eggenberger, OMM 
CD PhD retired as our masterful Publisher for 5 years. 

   John was born of pioneering 
parents in northern Alberta. In 
high school John won a Royal 
Canadian Air Cadet flying 
scholarship and achieved his 
private pilot’s license in 1950. 
After junior matriculation in 
1951, he worked as an oil-field 
roughneck at a variety of 
locations in the far north of 
Alberta as well as in the Leduc 
oil fields, until joining the 
RCAF in 1955. He attended Air 
Navigation School and was 

awarded his wings as an Airborne Interceptor (AI) Navigator 
and served -with 409 All-Weather Fighter Squadron at 
Comox, BC, -on the Distant Early Warning Line at Cape 
Parry, NWT, -with 445 (AW) Fighter Squadron in the RCAF 
Air Division at Marville, France, -2 Wing, Grostenquin in 
France on the Intelligence Staff and where he became 
involved with radar prediction. After staff school in Canada, 
he returned to Europe with 3 Wing Zweibrucken. He was i/c 
of the Radar Prediction Unit with the primary task of 
resolving the radar prediction problems being experienced by 
CF-104 low level nuclear delivery strike force. He developed 
a solution which was proved in concept and demonstrated in 
practice when the RPU was moved to 4 Wing, Baden 

Soellingen, Germany. For this, in 1973 John was awarded the 
Order of Military Merit, presented by Queen Elizabeth II, and 
in 1976 the Romeo Vachon Award by the Cdn Aeronautics 
and Space Institute. 
   John had resigned from the RCAF to complete his senior 
matriculation and enroll at University of Calgary. He re-
entered the RCAF serving with No. 6 Strike/Recce CF-104 
Star-fighter Operational Training Unit, Cold Lake where he 
eventually transferred (against his will) from Air Navigator to 
Personnel Selection. He completed his PhD in 1976. His 
Personnel Selection Branch positions included: CO of the 
Personnel Applied Research Unit; two years Professor and 
Head of the Dept of Military Leadership and Management 
RMC; Director of Personnel Applied Research; Chief CF 
Military Psychologist, and A/Director General Personnel 
Research and Development at CAF HQs until 1981. 
   In the intervening years, he held a series of business and 
academic positions, from V-P Human Resources, Pulp & 
Paper Research Institute of Canada, Montreal to Executive in 
Residence at Concordia, and later as Adjunct Professor at 
Carleton in Ottawa. While in Montreal, John served with the 
Royal Montreal Regiment (Infantry) becoming a Colonel. He 
was Hon Lt. Col, then Honorary Colonel of that regiment to 
1995. He was Dir. of Research, then Secty of the Council of 
Honorary Colonels 1987-1994. 
   John continues to be involved in business as well as 
remaining active in the retired military community. John is 
Immediate Past President, RUSI VI and has been a leading 
hand with the Military Oral History Program at UVic. 
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WANTED IMMEDIATELY: EDITOR & PUBLISHER FOR OUR RUSI NEWSLETTER  
We are now looking for replacements for retired Edi tor Cec Berezowski and  

retired Publisher John Eggenberger. If you are prep ared to volunteer as Editor and/or Publisher,  
please contact President Gene Lake or another membe r of the RUSI VI Executive . 

World War II – Angel of Mercy 
 

Our thanks to Reg Roy via Bill Rodney for this December 1943 story. 
    Look carefully at this B-17 and note how shot up it is, -one engine dead, tail, horizontal stabilizer and nose shot up. 
It was ready to fall out of the sky. Then realize that there is a German ME-109 fighter flying next to it. Now read the 
story below. You'll be surprised… 
    Charlie Brown was a B-17 Flying Fortress pilot with the 379th Bomber Group at Kimbolton , England. His B-17 was 

called 'Ye Old Pub' and was in a terrible state, 
having been hit by flak and fighters. The 
compass was damaged and they were flying 
deeper over enemy territory instead of 
heading home to Kimbolton. 
    After flying over an enemy airfield, a 
German pilot named Franz Steigler was 
ordered to take off and shoot down the B-17. 
When he got near the B-17, he could not 
believe his eyes. In his words, he 'had never 
seen a plane in such a bad state'. The tail and 
rear section were severely damaged, and the 
tail gunner wounded. The top gunner was all 
over the top of the fuselage. The nose was 
smashed and there were holes everywhere. 
    Despite having ammunition, Franz flew to 
the side of the B-17 and looked at Charlie 
Brown, the pilot. Brown was scared and 
struggling to control his damaged and blood 

B-17 Flying Fortress being escorted by ME-109    -stained plane. 
    Aware that they had no idea where they were going, Franz waved at Charlie to turn 180 degrees. Franz escorted and 
guided the stricken plane to, and slightly over, the North Sea towards England. He then saluted Charlie Brown and 
turned back to Europe. 
    When Franz landed he told the CO that the plane had been shot down 
over the sea and never told the truth to anybody. Charlie Brown and the 
remains of his crew told all at their briefing, but were ordered never to 
talk about it. 
    More than 40 years later, Charlie Brown wanted to find the Luftwaffe 
pilot who saved the crew. After years of research, Franz was found. He 
had never talked about the incident, not even at post-war reunions. They 
met in the USA at a 379th Bomber Group reunion, together with 5 
people who are alive now - all because Franz never fired his guns that 
day. 
    Research shows that Charlie Brown lived in Seattle and Franz Steigler 
had moved to Vancouver, BC after the war. When they   
finally met, they discovered they had lived less than 200 miles apart for 
the past 50 years!             Charlie Brown & Franz Steigler -about 1993  
Notes: (1) Who took the photo of the B-17 & ME-109 you ask? It is believed to be a drawing by Jamie Iverson.  
(2) Bill Rodney reports that Luftwaffe pilot Franz Steigler spoke to the Aircrew Association here in Victoria several 
years ago, -and this story was confirmed.  
(3) Apologies for the poor quality of the Messrs Brown-Steigler photo. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR_       ________________________________ 
 

Wednesday 8 APRIL MEETING   
�  SPEAKER: Major General Denis Tabbernor, OMM, CD, Chief of Reserves  
�  TOPIC: The Reserves, and also Training the Afghan Army 
�  PLACE: 5th (BC) Field Regt RCA Officers’ Mess, Room 312, Bay Street Armoury   
�  TIME: 1130 FOR 1200 Hrs Luncheon  COST: $18.00 (pay at the door) 

  Major-General Dennis C. Tabbernor, enlisted in The Royal Winnipeg Rifles in 1967 serving as a Rifleman, transferring 
to the Regular Force as a Lieutenant in May 1972.  He served as a Platoon Commander in 
the Third Battalion, RCR, Platoon Commander and Company Second-in-Command, The 
Canadian Airborne Regiment; Company Second-in Command, Third Battalion, The Royal 
Canadian Regiment; Company Commander, First Battalion, The RCR; and Commanding 
Officer the Lake Superior Scottish Regiment.  
  Returning to Winnipeg in June 1993, he transferred to the Reserves and was Senior Staff 
Officer Administration, then Senior Staff Officer Training at Manitoba-Lakehead District 
Headquarters. In 1994, he assumed command of his original Regiment, The Royal 
Winnipeg Rifles. A year later, promoted to Colonel, he was appointed Commander, 
Manitoba-Lakehead District and subsequently Commander 38 Canadian Brigade Group on 
formation.  In 1999, he was appointed Assistant Chief of Staff Land Force Western Area 
and in 2000, Assistant Chief of Staff Operations, Headquarters Multi-National Division 

(South West) - Stabilization Force (SFOR) Bosnia Herzegovina.  Promoted to Brigadier-General in 2000, he was 
appointed Deputy Commander Land Force Western Area; then Commander Canadian Joint Task Force South West Asia 
in 2003 and Director General Land Reserve in 2003.  In 2007 he was assigned to Combined Security Transition 
Command Afghanistan as Deputy Commanding General - Afghan National Army Development.  He was promoted to 
his current rank in May 2008 and appointed Chief - Reserves and Cadets. 
 

Wednesday 13 MAY MEETING 
�  SPEAKER: Colonel Omer Lavoie, MSC, MSM (NATO), CD, Commander Anti-IED Task Force 
�  TOPIC: The Counter-IED Task Force 
�  PLACE: 5th (BC) Field Regt RCA Officers’ Mess, Room 312, Bay Street Armoury   
�  TIME: 1130 FOR 1200 Hrs Luncheon  COST: $18.00 (pay at the door) 

  Colonel Omer Lavoie was born and raised in Marathon, Ontario.  He joined the CF in 1983 
as a private soldier in the Lake Superior Scottish Regiment. Upon high school graduation, he 
transferred to the Regular Force and attended Royal Roads Military College 1985-1989. Col 
Lavoie’s regimental employment includes service with 2 RCR, 1 RCR and as the Regimental 
Adjutant. While posted to 1 RCR, he served as the battle group operations officer, Officer 
Commanding the Duke of Edinburgh’s Company and Commanding Officer. 
  Col Lavoie’s extra regimental service has included postings to CF Northern Area 
Headquarters in Yellowknife and attendance at the CF Command & Staff College in Toronto. 
He also served as staff officer to the Director General Strategic Planning at NDHQ. 
  Operationally, Col Lavoie was a rifle platoon commander during the OKA Crisis, a company 
second-in-command in Croatia and Bosnia in 1992/1993, and a battle group operations officer 
in Kosovo 1999/2000.  He was Commanding Officer of the 1 RCR Battle Group in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan 2006/2007. 

  Currently he is Commander, for the recently established Counter-Improvised Explosive Device Task Force. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

No June meeting 
 

Recent New Members  
CWO (Ret'd) Bart Fuerwentges, MMM, CD 
Hon Col Mike Scott, CM, CD 
Maj USAF (Ret'd) Roger Bulley 
LCol (Ret'd) Jim Butler, CD 

Capt (Ret'd) Leslie (Skip) Triplett 
Mrs. Patricia Berger-North 
Mrs. Becki Girouard 

  

This newsletter is “in colour” on Webmaster Captain Don Booker’s RUSI web site at http://www.rusiviccda.org/news200901/index.html
The views expressed by the authors of articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of RUSI VI 


